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MohammadAshrafKhanaliasAshrafSehraiachievedmartyrdom on May
05, 2021underIndiancustodyin Jammu. Hewas77yearsold.

This is a compilation of global coverage of his custodial murder,
condemnationsbesidesavailableliterature on hislife andpoliticalcareer.

It alsoincludeshisinterviewsandvirtual appearances.
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Shaheed Ashraf Sehrai  

Man of word and action! 
Muhammad Ashraf Khan alias Ashraf Sehrai, the chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir, achieved martyrdom 
on Wednesday under Indian custody. He was 77 years old. 

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat is a pro-freedom party in Indian-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (hereafter Kashmir) which seeks complete 
freedom from India military occupation. 

Sehrai was jailed by India once again in July 2020 under notorious Public Safety (so-called) Act (PSA) which has been termed 
as Lawless law by Amnesty International. 

He was detained at infamous Udhampur 
jail, some 300KM away from his home in 
Srinagar ς the capital of Indian-occupied 
Kashmir. 

Ailing for long, Sehrai lost eyesight 
inside the jail and was already suffering 
from hearing loss besides bronchitis, 
kidney and heart problems. 

A resident of Tekipora, Lolab in 
northern Kashmir district Kupwara 
situated along the Line of Control, 
Sehrai migrated to Srinagar and was 
living in Baghat area. His migration was 
inevitable given his commitment to 
Kashmir cause. 

His forefathers migrated from the Swat 
area of Pakistan before the partition of 
sub-continent. 

His association with the movement 
started with his engagement with 
LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛΦŜΦ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islami 
(JeI) Jammu and Kashmir in early 1950s.  

Sehrai rose through ranks in JeI soon 
because of his commitment. He had a 
great hold on Islamic teachings besides 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άaŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪέ ŀƴŘ 

ά¢ƘŜ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέΦ IŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-handedly managed management of JeI from a house in Baghat, which later turned in to his 
residence, when Indian military state launched crackdown on JeI in early 1990s. 

A proponent of a state based on Islamic values; he carved a special place for himself calling spade a spade even with those 
in Pakistan for not adhering to foundations of the Islamic Republic.  

In conversations with Shaheed Sehrai, even an adversary of his would become his fan ς because he was simple, straight 
forward, and honest in his view about the fate of Kashmir. 

His commitment to the cause had a great impact on his family. One of his sons joined armed resistance group Hizbul 
Mujahideen and achieved martyrdom in 2020. 



{ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ ǳƴƳƻǾŜŘΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ WǳƴŀƛŘ ƛƴ WŀƴƴŀƘΣέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳt his son. Junaid Sehrai 
fought Indian forces in Srinagar last year where he achieved martyrdom. 

The 77-year-old leader is perhaps only resistance leader in Indian-occupied Kashmir whose son joined the armed resistance 
and then achieved martyrdom. 

He is survived by his wife, two daughters and three sons. While in jail during his political activism, his family had to sell 
ancestral land to manage the affairs of the house. 

 

The Crisis Manager was brain behind the project Tehreek-e-Hurriyat (the) launched together with nonagenarian resistance 
icon Syed Ali Geelani. 

After vivid differences with JeI leadership about its modus operandi came into open in early 2000s, the duo decided to form 
TeH.  

Geelani was the chief and Sehrai secretary general, the position he left after rising to succeed Geelani in 2018. The pro-
freedom group stands for: Islam, as the way of life; Azaadi, complete freedom from Indian occupation and Itehaad, unity on 
the basis of a millat τ the nation, which duo called nation of Islam. 

The group spread fast across the territories under Indian occupation. It also drew cadre from JeI. The aim of the two groups 
ƛǎ ǎŀƳŜΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƎǳŜΥ άƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳǎ ƻǇŜǊŀƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ 



True. TeH played an important part in galvanizing the resistance movement at the grass roots. The resultant was mass civil 
uprisings in 2008, 2010 and 2016. It came with consequences that most of its top leadership and hundreds of its cadre are 
still in jails, in and outside Kashmir. 

Geelani and Sehrai were regular attendees of funeral prayers of the martyr militants which would turn into mini pro-freedom 
rallies. 

Sehrai, however, was focused on building the structure and foundations of the TeH. He would not entertain anyone in to 
the fold of the party if the candidate would not meet the basic criteria set on Islamic ideals ς even if it was any relative of 
Geelani himself. 

DŜŜƭŀƴƛΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ŀǎ ƛŎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƛŘŜŘ ōȅ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Řǳƻ 
has spent most of their life together ς in the field, on the table and during the prayers. 

It was in 2016 when Geelani had 
wished to pave way for 
succession. It was supposed to 
be a great move. Many things 
unfolded inside the party. But 
then Burhan Muzaffar Wani, 
iconic militant leader achieved 
martyrdom on July 8, 2016. 

Kashmir rose up in arms against the military occupation. 

Using his powers as secretary general, Sehrai moved a resolution at TeH advisor council and extended term of Geelani by 
six months. Elections were, otherwise, due in August 2016. 

In February 2017, Sehrai, after 
ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-
Islamic Pakistan, moved another 
resolution to amend TeH constitution so 
as to extend term of Geelani as chairman 
for one more year. The ground situation 
in Kashmir was not feasible to hold 
elections. 

TeH boasted of nearly 1100 basic 
members ς many of whom were behind 
bars for their role in 2016 anti-India 
uprising τ who would elect their chairman directly. Of the 26 members of advisory council, at least 22 were in jail at that 
time. 

!ŦǘŜǊ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ¢ŜI ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭy possible after hectic 
activities including meetings with members inside jails etc. 

Sehrai was confined to his home, as always, by the Indian state ς put under house arrest. Without any administrative or 
court order, India puts Kashmiri resistance leaders under house arrest to prevent them from carrying out their political 
activities. 

And Indian state had already started witch hunt of resistance leadership detaining them on frivolous charges. Most of TeH 
top leadership was arrested by the terror-inflicting NIA and shifted to infamous Tihar jail in Delhi. 

Sehrai was left, once again, alone to run the affairs. This time, age was not on his side like he had done for the JeI in early 
1990s. He had spent at least 16 years in different jails across India and in Kashmir. 

However, Indian state even could bear his presence at home where he was under arrest and shifted him to infamous 
Udhampur jail in 2020 under the draconian PSA. 

Kashmir was seething in 

anger for next six 

months. 



In his last chat with his family over phone from jail, Sehrai had complained that he couƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
literature. Neither he was not provided medicine for his other medical complicacies. 

On the evening of May 04, 2021, his family was told that ailing Sehrai was shifted under military control to a hospital in 
Jammu district. This morning, we 
were told he left this material 
ǿƻǊƭŘ άǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΦέ  

 

Khan to Sehrai 

At 21, when Sehrai firsǘ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ Wŀƛƭ {ǊƛƴŀƎŀǊΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ άL 
ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΣέ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǘƻƭŘ {ǊƛƴŀƎŀǊ-based Kashmir Life magazine in an interviewΦ ά.ǳǘ 
Ƴȅ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ōƻƻƪǎΦέ 

 

 

One book in particular that influenced Sehrai during his early years of incarceration was Zar-e-Gul by Pakistani author Kausar 
NiaziΦ άL ƘŀŘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊŀƳǳƭƭŀΦ !ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƳǇƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ jail, I had almost memorized ƛǘΣέ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ {ŜƘǊŀƛΦ 

https://kashmirlife.net/the-next-geelani-vol-09-issue-52-169482/amp/


Influenced by its poetic narration style, once Sehrai finished reading the book, he took a pen and inscribed on its last page: 
{ŜƘǊŀƛΦ άL ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣέ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ {ŜƘǊŀƛΦ 

Sehrai, which loosely translates into someone who is a wanderer. Or someone whose life is full of struggles, was soon going 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ YƘŀƴΩǎ permanent identity. 

A few days later, Shah Wali Mohammad, a teacher from Sopore who once taught Sehrai, and was jailed for his affiliation 
ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŀǘΣ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŎŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦƭƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀges of Zar-
e-Gul. He stopped at the end of the book and read Sehrai word loudly and asked: is this your nom de plume (pen name). 
άIŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ YƘŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ {ŜƘǊŀƛΦέ 

Staunch anti-India Kashmir politician dies in 
police custody 

.ȅ !ƛƧŀȊ Iǳǎǎŀƛƴ μ !t 

May 5, 2021 

SRINAGAR, India τ ! ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴ ƛƴ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ǿƘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŘƛŜŘ 
Wednesday while in police custody. He was 78. 

Mohammed Ashraf Sehrai was admitted to a government hospital with multiple ailments on Tuesday from a jail in the 
southern Jammu region, officials 
and his family said. 

Officials did not immediately 
announce the cause of death. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ aǳƧŀƘƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΣ ǎŀƛŘ 
authorities and doctors told him 
that his father had tested positive 
for COVID-19 and that his oxygen 
levels had dropped early 
Wednesday. 

He said his father was denied 
proper medical care in jail and 
complained of ill health when they 
spoke 10 days ago. 

άIŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭast 
few months during his two phone 
calls a week to home that he was 
not getting proper medical 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣέ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мс ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǘΦέ 

For the past year, political and civic groups have urged the government to release political prisoners from overcrowded jails 
where coronavirus infection rates are high. 

±ΦYΦ {ƛƴƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ-general of prisons, said jail officials promptly provided ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ {ŜƘǊŀƛΦ άIŜ ǿŀǎ 
suffering from multiple ailments and we did whatever we could do as per mandate and resources with the prisons 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣέ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΦ 



Sehrai was arrested last July under the Public Safety Act, which allows authorities in Indian-controlled Kashmir to imprison 
anyone for up to two years without trial. 

All Parties Hurriyat Conference, the main separatist grouping in Kashmir, said authorities had left Sehrai unattended in jail 
until his condition worsened. In ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ άŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇŀƛƴŜŘ 
ōȅ ƛǘΦέ 

It also expressed concern about the health of hundreds of other Kashmiri political detainees as India faces a massive health 
crisis because of an explosiƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ [ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ άŜǾŜƴ 
ōŀǎƛŎ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦέ 

Sajad Lone, a pro-LƴŘƛŀ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ŀ άǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴΦέ 

άIŀǾŜ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎƻ ǿŜŀƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƛƴŦƛǊƳ ŘȅƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΚέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǿŜŜǘΦ  

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƎǊƛŜǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
of Kashmiri prisoners. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛ άǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ Ƨŀƛƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǉǳŀƭƛŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
serious deterioration of his health and the prevailing COVID-мф ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣέ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
statement. 

India has arrested thousands of Kashmiris under the Public Safety Act since 1989, 
when an armed rebellion erupted in Indian-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
independence or merger with Pakistan, which controls another part of the 
territory. Rights groups say India has used the law to stifle dissent and circumvent 
the justice system, undermining accountability, transparency, and respect for 
human rights. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǳƴŎƘŜǎǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ ƳŜǊƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ 
He was head of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, an anti-India political group, and a member of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ LǎƭŀƳƛΦ 

He spent more than 16 years in various Indian jails in a political career that spanned 
nearly six decades. His son was killed in ŀ ƎǳƴŦƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ǊƛƴŀƎŀǊΦ 
IŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜōŜƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

Mohamad Junaid, a New York-ōŀǎŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ ǎŀƛŘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
activŜƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ Lƴ ŀ ǘǿŜŜǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘΚέ 

Sehrai is survived by his wife, two daughters and three sons.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/staunch-anti-india-kashmir-politician-dies-in-police-
custody/2021/05/05/cf22284a-ad9c-11eb-82c1-896aca955bb9_story.html 

Ashraf Sehrai: Ailing, jailed pro-freedom 
Kashmiri leader dies 

77-year-old was feted as leader of freedom movement after Syed Ali Geelani 
Hilal Mir   | 05.05.2021 
SRINAGAR, Jammu and Kashmir 

Ashraf Sehrai, an ailing, incarcerated pro-freedom Kashmiri leader, died at a hospital in India-administered Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday, police and family confirmed. He was 77. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/staunch-anti-india-kashmir-politician-dies-in-police-custody/2021/05/05/cf22284a-ad9c-11eb-82c1-896aca955bb9_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/staunch-anti-india-kashmir-politician-dies-in-police-custody/2021/05/05/cf22284a-ad9c-11eb-82c1-896aca955bb9_story.html


Sehrai was the chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, one of the constituent parties of the Hurriyat Conference, the biggest pro-
freedom grouping in disputed Kashmir. He was 
under "preventive detention" at the Udhampur 
jail since July 2020 and was taken to a hospital 
in Jammu city on Tuesday, his son Mujahid 
Sehrai told Anadolu Agency. 

Like hundreds of other Kashmiri political 
prisoners, Sehrai was kept in jail far from his 
hometown of Srinagar. Uhdampur is more than 
200 kilometers from the region's capital. 

Harish Kotwal, the jail's superintendent, said he 
was shifted to a city district hospital and then to 
Jammu after complaining of respiratory 
distress. 

Sehrai had a number of health problems, 
including hearing impairment and walking 
difficulties. He underwent cataract surgery a 
few months before his arrest. 

The family regularly sent him medicines for 
hypertension, high levels of uric acid, 
hyperthyroidism, post-surgery eye issues, and 
an enlarged prostate. 

After dozens of prisoners tested positive for 
coronavirus, human rights activists and families had repeatedly appealed to the Indian government to release ailing 
prisoners from overcrowded jails. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ !ŎǘΣ ŀ ƭŀǿ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άƭŀǿƭŜǎǎ ƭŀǿέ 
by Amnesty International. Under this law, the government can detain for up to three months any person it considers a 
άǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΦέ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ǾƻƛŘ 
it. 

Sehrai was a close confidante and most influential pro-freedom leader after Syed Ali Geelani, the septuagenarian who has 
been under house detention for the better part of the past decade. 

Both had a decades-ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ WŀƳŀϥŀǘ-e-Islami Jammu and Kashmir, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмфΣ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŎǊŀǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ƻƴ !ǳƎΦ рΣ нлмфΦ 
Hundreds of its activists and leaders were jailed in the run-up to the decision. 

Tipped to take over the leadership of the resistance after Geelani, Sehrai is said to have made attempts to revive the 
movement, which included calling a meeting of other several pro-freedom parties amid harsh measures by New Delhi. 

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ LƳǊŀƴ YƘŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ άƛƴ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅΦέ  

άLƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƭƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ώƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭϐ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅϥǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀid Khan on Twitter. 
ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎϥ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀŎŎ ǿƛǘƘ ¦b{/ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

Earlier, Pakistan said it is "deeply grieved" about Sehrai's death in Indian custody, and also expressed concerns regarding 
the deteriorating health conditions of several incarcerated pro-freedom leaders amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

"Unfortunately, they are not even provided any medical treatment. Given the worst pandemic situation in India, the Indian 
government must immediately release the incarcerated Kashmiri leadership and all innocent Kashmiris," the Foreign 
Ministry said. 

Kashmir is held by India and Pakistan in parts and claimed by both in full. Since they were partitioned in 1947, the two 
countries have fought three wars, two of them over Kashmir. 



Some Kashmiri groups have been fighting against Indian rule for independence, or unification with neighboring Pakistan. 

According to several human rights organizations, thousands of people have been killed in the conflict in the region since 
1989. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/ashraf-sehrai-ailing-jailed-pro-freedom-kashmiri-leader-dies/2230460 

Jailed Since July 2020, Hurriyat Leader 
Ashraf Sehrai Dies in Preventive Custody 

Three petitions that his family had filed at the J&K high court, seeking better treatment for him, did not come up for 
hearing. 
Muhammad Raafi on 05/MAY/2021 

Srinagar: Detained since July 2020, Kashmiri separatist leader and Tehreek-e-Hurriyat chairman Muhammad Ashraf Khan 
Sehrai passed away at a government hospital in Jammu on Wednesday, May 5. He was 78. 

tƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀǎ Ψ{ŜƘǊŀƛΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀǘƘƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ¦ŘƘŀƳǇǳǊ ƧŀƛƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ 
has been since July 12, 2020 under the Public Safety Act. 

 

 

{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǎƻƴ wŀŀǎƘƛŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ мл Řŀȅǎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ƛƭƭΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿn weak, feel dizzy and cannot move. The 
Ƨŀƛƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦέ 

*Aamir Latif in Karachi, Riyaz ul Khaliq in Ankara contributed to this story 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/ashraf-sehrai-ailing-jailed-pro-freedom-kashmiri-leader-dies/2230460


hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƘŀŘ 
been shifted to hospital after complaining of breathlessness. There was no news of whether he was COVID-19 positive. 

The relative said that on Wednesday Mujahid Ashraf flew to Jammu. Once there, he was informed that Sehrai had passed 
away. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ WŀƳƳǳΣ ǘƻƭŘ ¢ƘŜ ²ƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ƻȄȅƎŜƴ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƘŀŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ср ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŀƴǘƛƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-19, the results of 
the RT-PCR test have yet not reached. 

IŀǊƛǎƘ YƻǘǿŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ŘƘŀƳǇǳǊ Ƨŀƛƭ ǘƻƭŘ ¢ƘŜ ²ƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǿŜŀƪΦ άIŜ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
minor health issues due to fasting. He was on medication, but suddenly his condition started deteriorating on Tuesday 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣέ Yƻǘǿŀƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
that he be shifted to Jammu or Srinagar jails for proper care, and requesting that his family be allowed to meet him. 

However, Raashid said, the judge kept delaying the review of the petitions. 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ŘƘŀƳǇǳǊ Ƨŀƛƭ ǘƻ {ǊƛƴŀƎŀǊ ƧŀƛƭΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿould often 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƨŀƛƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳΣέ wŀŀǎƘƛŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

The family had also filed a 
habeas corpus petition 
before the high court 

seeking the quashing of the Public Safety Act which is yet to be heard by the court. 

A senior official in the Jammu and Kashmir Prisons department told The Wire that the department had written to the home 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭΦ ά²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ aǳƧŀƘƛŘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ ŀǘ тΥмл ǇƳ ƛƴ WŀƳƳǳΦ άCŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ 
Srinagar, were asked to reach Kupwara to receive the body,έ wŀŀǎƘƛŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

He said that the police informed the family that only 20-25 people would be allowed to participate in funeral prayers. 

Who is Sehrai? 

Sehrai is from the Tekipora village in the picturesque Lolab valley.  

He was considered the shadow of SyeŘ !ƭƛ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ƎŀƭǾŀƴƛǎŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ ǘƻǇ 
socio-ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǿ ōŀƴƴŜŘ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islami. The two built it into a party 
recognised as the frontline of resistance in Kashmir. 

At the age of 16, when he was in Class 10, started teaching at a darsgah (religious seminary) 
in Sopore. 

A fiery speaker, he was arrested for the first time on March 13, 1965, at the age of 21, for 
speaking against the arrests by the then Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Mir Qasim. 
vŀǎƛƳ ƘŀŘ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ {ƘŜƛƪƘ !ōŘǳƭƭŀƘΩǎ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΦ IŜ 
was detained in Central Jail of Srinagar for 20 months. Since then Sehrai has spent over 16 years of his life in various jails 
across India. 

hƴŎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islami congregation. In a 2018 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŜƴΦ άL ǊŜŦǳǎed and proposed 
DŜŜƭŀƴƛΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΩΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Figure 1:  Lolab Valley 



Sehrai spoke about the Kashmir issue for 15 minutes, leaving the audience spellbound. 

!ǘ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islami, he held various positions including General Secretary, Naib Ameer (deputy chairman) and also headed 
its political division. 

Lƴ нллоΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ¢ŜƘǊŜŜƪ-e-IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘŜŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ WŀƳŀΩŀǘΦ 
Sehrai followed Geelani. Geelani remained the chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat till 2018. 

On March 19, 2018, Geelani passed on the charge of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat to Sehrai, during a small ceremony held inside his 
Hyderpora residence. 

DŜŜƭŀƴƛΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǳƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ illustrious 
ƭƛŦŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŀƴŘȅ ƛƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ άǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέΦ άL ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ 
able leader if he is supported by the Tehreek-e-IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘ ŎŀŘǊŜΣέ DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Sehrai was arrested under the Public Safety Act (PSA) on July 12, 2020, two months after his militant son, Junaid Sehrai was 
killed in a gunfight in Srinagar. 

Reactions 

The Hurriyat Conference, led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, said despite repeated appeals to 
release political prisoners lodged in various jails on humanitarian grounds in view of the 
devastating COVID-мф ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ WϧY ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ will always be remembered and honoured by the 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ CŀǊƻƻǉ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ {ŀƧƧŀŘ Dŀƴƛ [ƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ 
that an honest politician like Sehrai had to spend decades in jail. 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ incarceration and not at his home amongst his kin and loved 
ones? Have we become so weak that an old, infirm dying person is a threat to the state? I 

ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΦ .ǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘΦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǎŀƘƛō ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘΣέ [ƻƴŜ tweeted. 

WŀƳƳǳ ŀƴŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ IƛƎƘ /ƻǳǊǘ .ŀǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀ άŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ƳǳǊŘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
authorities to investigate it through an impartial enquiry. 

 

Former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti also expressed condolences.  



 

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ !ŘǾƛǎŜǊ aƻŜŜŘ ¸ƻǳǎǳŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

Muhammad Raafi is a journalist based in Kashmir and tweets @MohammadRaafi. 

https://thewire.in/rights/jailed-since-july-2020-hurriyat-leader-ashraf-sehrai-dies-in-preventive-custody 

Ashraf Sehrai: Pro-freedom Kashmir leader 
dies in detention 

Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, a prominent Kashmir resistance leader, who was detained last year, dies inside hospital in 
Jammu city. 
By Rifat Fareed on 5 May 2021 

Srinagar, Indian-administered Kashmir ς A prominent pro-freedom leader in Indian-administered Kashmir, Muhammad 
Ashraf Sehrai, has died inside a hospital in southern Jammu city, where he was in detention for the last year. He was 77. 

An official from the Government Medical College hospital in Jammu said 
that the report for COVID-19 was negative but he had developed 
άǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎέΦ LƴŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
and deaths in the past several weeks. 

All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC), an amalgam of pro-freedom 
groups in the region, accused authorities of not taking his health 
condition seriously. 

ά5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƭƻŘƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
jails on humanitarian grounds in view of the devastating Covid 
ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳent said. 

Sehrai was the president of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, a pro-freedom group in 
Kashmir that advocates the merger of Kashmir with neighbouring 

Pakistan. He was detained under the Public Safety Act (PSA), a law that allows detentions without trial for up to one year. 

Sehrai was a long-time deputy of Syed Ali Geelani, one of the most influential Kashmir resistance leaders who has remained 
under house arrest for years. 

https://thewire.in/rights/jailed-since-july-2020-hurriyat-leader-ashraf-sehrai-dies-in-preventive-custody


Sehrai spent most of his life as a close aide of Geelani and their association dates back to the 1960s when they were part of 
Jamat-e-Islam, a local version of Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen or Muslim Brotherhood. 

India jailed thousands of Kashmiris, including prominent resistance leaders, as part of its massive crackdown in the wake of 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƳŀƭŀȅŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рΣ нлмфΦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ aǳǎƭƛƳ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊǳƭŜŘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

India claims it conducted local body elections in the region but critics say the local bodies have no legislative powers. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƻƴ WǳƴŀƛŘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ-based rebel outfit, Hizbul Mujahideen. Ashraf 
was killed in a gunfight in the main city of Srinagar in May 2019. Sehrai was detained and jailed a few months later. 

Ψbƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΩ 

Lodged inside Udhampur jail, 200km (124 miles) from his home, his family says they have not been able to see him for five 
months as the meetings in the jails were barred due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Iƛǎ ǎƻƴ aǳƧŀƘƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 

ά²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻƻǎŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ L ōƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ and reached Jammu 
in the afternoon. Since then, I am waiting for the body and we have been told they have some formalities to complete. We 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜΣέ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ !ƭ WŀȊŜŜǊŀΦ 

Mujahid said that his father suffered from multiple ailments including bronchitis and his conditions worsened in jail. 

ά²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƘƛƳ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŜ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ŀǾŀƛƭΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜΣ ƘŜ 
told us he was having pain in his body 
and was feeling weak. He was fasting 
and they were not getting proper 
ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭΣέ aǳƧŀhid said. 

Last week, the wife of another jailed 
separatist leader Ayaz Akbar died of cancer at her home. But Akbar, according to his family, was not allowed a parole to 
attend her funeral. 

With the second wave of the pandemic sweeping across India, the families of Kashmiri prisoners have been demanding that 
their kin lodged in jails in different parts of India be released on parole, fearing for their safety. 

-ÅÈÂÏÏÂÁ -ÕÆÔÉȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȟ ÈÁÓ 
ÁÌÓÏ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÔÁÉÎÅÅÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ 
ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄȢ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ DhL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǇŀǊƻƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Lndia. 

The Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar Association (JKHCBA), a body of lawyers in the region, in a statement, termed it 
άŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǇǊƻōŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the JKHCBA ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƛƭƳŜƴǘǎΦ ά{ǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƴƻ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
association is deeply concerned about the casual appǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǇŀǘƘȅέΦ 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/5/kashmirs-incarcerated-separatist-leaders-dies 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/5/kashmirs-incarcerated-separatist-leaders-dies


Senior Kashmiri leader Ashraf Sehrai dies in 
police custody in IoK 

AP | Naveed Siddiqui, Published on May 5, 2021 

 
Senior Kashmiri leader Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai, who 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ 
died on Wednesday while in police custody. He was 78.  

Sehrai was admitted to a government hospital with 
multiple ailments on Tuesday from a jail in the southern 
Jammu region, officials and his family said. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ aǳƧŀƘƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΣ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ 
proper medical care while in jail. He said he spoke to his 
father 10 days ago and he complained of ill health. 

άIŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
two phone calls a week to home that he was not getting 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣέ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀ 
court on April 16 with a petition seeking proper medical 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǘΦέ 

Sehrai was arrested last July under the Public Safety Act, 
which allows authorities in occupied Kashmir to imprison 
anyone for up to two years without trial. 

Last week, the All Parties Hurriyat Conference said it was 
concerned about the health of hundreds of Kashmiri political 
detainees as India faces a massive health crisis because of an 
explosion of coronavirus cases. It said the prisoners were 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ άŜǾŜƴ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎέΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎέΦ 

, when an armed struggle erupted in occupied Kashmir 
seekinƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ƳŜǊƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ 
Rights groups say India has used the law to stifle dissent and 
circumvent the justice system, undermining accountability, 
transparency, and respect for human rights. 

Sehrai was one of the staunchest suppƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ 
merger with Pakistan. He was head of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat 
and a member of the largest religious and political group, 
WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islam. 



He spent more than 16 years in various Indian jails in a political career that spanned nearly six decades. His son was killed in 
ŀ ƎǳƴŦƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ǊƛƴŀƎŀǊΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
fighter group. 

Mohamad Junaid, a New York-ōŀǎŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ ǎŀƛŘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴce between killing and 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ Lƴ ŀ ǘǿŜŜǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘΚέ 

Sehrai is survived by his wife, two daughters, and three sons. 

Pakistan concerned about jailed leaders 

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ άŘŜŜǇ ƎǊƛŜŦέ ƻǾŜǊ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘǊǳƳǇŜŘ-up 
charges. 

άIŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Indian jail under squalid conditions despite serious deterioration of his health and the 
prevailing Covid-мф ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣέ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ όChύ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

Lǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ άǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άŎƻƴŎƻŎǘŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎέ 
was a violation of international human rights and international law, including the United Nations Charter and resolutions 
passed by the UN Security Council and UN General Assembly. 

ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾƛŘ-19 situation in India deteriorates, we also remain deeply concerned over the health and safety of the 
incarcerated Kashmiri leaders as well as other innocent Kashmiris, languishing in jails at undisclosed locations. Most of these 
Ƨŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ for precautions against Covid-мфΦέ 

Some of the incarcerated Kashmiri leaders had already contracted the coronavirus in jail as per reports but were not 
provided medical treatment, the Foreign Office said. 

Lǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜέ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΦ 

 

Among the incarcerated leaders were Aasiya Andrabi, Mohammad Yasin Malik, Shabir Ahmed Shah, Advocate Shahidul 
Islam, Altaf Ahmed Shah, Nayeem Ahmed Khan, Ayaz Akbar, Peer Saifullah, Raja Merajuddin Kalwal, Syed Shahid Yousuf, 
Shakeel Ahmed, Farooq Ahmed Dar, Fehmeeda Sofi, Nahida Nasreen, Zahoor Ahmed, the FO said. Many others, including 
Syed Ali Shah Geelani and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, were under house arrest, it added. 

ά²Ŝ ƻƴŎŜ again call upon the UN and International Committee of the Red Cross to urge India to drop all fabricated charges 
against political leaders of [occupied Kashmir] and provide them complete legal protections, including the right to a free 
and fair trial. 

άtŀƪistan will continue to support the Kashmiri people in their rightful struggle against Indian oppression till the realisation 
of their inalienable right to self-ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦b{/ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜ Ch ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 



ΩLŎƻƴƛŎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩ 

Foreign MinisǘŜǊ {ƘŀƘ aŀƘƳƻƻŘ vǳǊŜǎƘƛ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΦ 

tŀȅƛƴƎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ vǳǊŜǎƘƛ ǎŀƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
right to self-determination and suffered lifelong perseŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΦ 

IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊŀǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ 
extrajudicial martyrdom 
last year with exemplary 
fortitude, the foreign 
minister said, adding that 
despite this, Sehrai 
continued his struggle 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
and illegal occupation. 

Federal minister and 
Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee 
on Kashmir Shehryar 
!ŦǊƛŘƛ ǎŀƛŘ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ 
another iconic Kashmiri 
resistance leader, longest 
& dearest companion of 
leader Syed Ali Geelani 
{ŀƘƛōΦέ 

He shared that he was 
chairing a meeting of the 
committee when he 
received the news of 
{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀŘding 
that the committee 
passed a unanimous 
resolution to pay tribute 
to the Kashmiri leader. 

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on National Security and Strategic Policy Planning Dr Moeed Yusuf also said 
he was deeply saddened to hear of Sehrai's death. 

άΣέ ¸ƻǳǎǳŦ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ άǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎέ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŘǳŎƛǾŜ 
environment. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1622190/senior-kashmiri-leader-ashraf-sehrai-dies-in-police-custody-in-iok 

He dedicated his life for 

YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-determination 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1622190/senior-kashmiri-leader-ashraf-sehrai-dies-in-police-custody-in-iok


Jailed Sehrai passes away in Jammu 

By Junaid Nabi Bazan on May 06, 2021 

'ÅÅÌÁÎÉȭÓ ÌÉÆÅÌÏÎÇ ÃÏÍÒÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÄÁÙÓ  
 
SRINAGAR: Chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat (TeH) Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, the man who was seen as the political heir of 
ailing veteran leader Syed Ali Geelani, died on Wednesday. 

Sehrai, the devout ideological ally of Geelani, died at a Jammu hospital just a day after he was shifted from the Kot Bhalwal 
Jail where he was imprisoned for almost a year. 

ά²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀǘ с ta ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
evening by jail authorities telling us 
that Sehrai sahib was unwell, but 
there was nothing to worry about. 
We were told that he was first 
shifted to Udhampur hospital, and 
then for advanced treatment to 
WŀƳƳǳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΣέ 
Mujahid Sehrai, the son of the 
deceased leader, told Kashmir 
Reader. 

Mujahid said that he immediately 
booked a flight for Jammu, but his 
father passed away while he was in 
the plane. 

άL ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ at 12:45pm, but he 
ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ мнΥмр ǇƳΣέ 
Mujahid said. 

Mujahid said in the afternoon that 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōƻŘȅ 
outside the hospital while the 
medical formalities were being 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊǘǳŀǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ Yashmir 
Reader over phone from Jammu. 

The 77-year-old Sehrai was shifted to hospital on Tuesday after he developed medical complications. In July last year, just 
two months after his MBA-turned-militant son Junaid Sehrai was killed in a fierce gun battle in downtown Srinagar, Sehrai, 
battling many diseases, was booked under the draconian Public Safety Act and imprisoned a hundred kilometres away from 
his home in Jammu. 

At the time of his arrest, Mujahid said, his father had bronchitis, diabetes, blood pressure, kidney issues, prostrate, heart 
issues, and hearing impairment. In October every year he was supposed to get a vaccine, which he was not given last year. 
A petition before the High Court seeking medical care for Sehrai remained unheard, he added. 

The lŀǎǘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мсΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎŜƴǘΣ aǳƧŀƘƛŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
Sehrai had spoken to his family ten days ago on phone during which he had complained about back pain, lack of appetite, 
and general weakness, Mujahid said. He was scheduled to call on Friday but he did not, and then the call was expected on 
Saturday and Monday, but the phone did not ring. 



Ȱ-Ù ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ #ÏÖÉÄȤρω ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÁÐÉÄ 
ÁÎÔÉÇÅÎ ÏÒ 24Ȥ0#2 ÔÅÓÔȢ "ÕÔ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÐÎÅÕÍÏÎÉÁȢ (ÉÓ 
ÏØÙÇÅÎ ÓÁÔÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÌÏ×Ȣ (Å ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÕÓȟȱ -ÕÊÁÈÉÄ ÒÕÅÄȢ 
Born in Lolab area of north Kashmir in 1944, Sehrai joined Jamaat-e-Islami in 1959, taking cue from his elder brother. Five 
years later he was jailed for the first time. He was later imprisoned many times, his prison time spanning over two decades. 
During his young days, he worked with Geelani in various capacities, until 2004 when Geelani departed from the parent 
organisation, Jamaat-e-Islami. Geelani was joined by Sehrai, and they together stitched the Tehreek-e-Hurriyat which 
became one of the main resistance political fronts in Jammu and Kashmir. Sehrai rose from the ranks of General Secretary 
to its chairman in 2018. 

https://kashmirreader.com/2021/05/06/jailed-sehrai-passes-away-in-jammu/ 

Death of Senior Kashmiri leader Ashraf 
Sehrai in Indian Custody 

The Government and the people of Pakistan are deeply grieved at the demise of senior All Parties Hurriyat Conference 
(APHC) leader and Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir Chairman Ashraf Sehrai in Indian custody. The senior Kashmiri 
leader was arrested last year on trumped up charges under the draconian Public Safety Act in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). He remained incarcerated in Indian jail under squalid conditions despite serious deterioration 
of his health and the prevailing COVID-19 crisis.  

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ōƭŀǘŀƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀǎ άǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜ ƛǘǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
concocted cases, is a clear violation of the UN Charter, UN 
Security Council and UN General Assembly resolutions, and 
international human rights and humanitarian law. 

As the COVID-19 situation in India deteriorates, we also remain 
deeply concerned over the health and safety of the 
incarcerated Kashmiri leaders as well as other innocent 
Kashmiris, languishing in jails at undisclosed locations. Most of 
these jails are overcrowded ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
precautions against the COVID-19. 

Reportedly, some of the Kashmiri leaders in Indian jails have already contracted Corona virus. Unfortunately, they are not 
even provided any medical treatment. Given the worst pandemic situation in India, the Indian Government must 
immediately release the incarcerated Kashmiri leadership and all innocent Kashmiris. 

The incarcerated Kashmiri leaders include, Aasiya Andrabi, Muhammad Yasin Malik, Shabir Ahmed Shah, Advocate Shahid-
ul-Islam, Altaf Ahmed Shah, Nayeem Ahmed Khan, Ayaz Akbar, Peer Saifullah, Raja Merajuddin Kalwal, Syed Shahid Yousuf, 
Shakeel Ahmed, Farooq Ahmed Dar, Fehmeeda Sofi, Nahida Nasreen, Zahoor Ahmed and others. Many others are under 
house arrest including Syed Ali Shah Geelani and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. 

We once again call upon the United Nations and International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) to urge India to drop all fabricated charges against political leaders of IIOJK and 
provide them complete legal protections, including the right to a free and fair trial. 

https://kashmirreader.com/2021/05/06/jailed-sehrai-passes-away-in-jammu/


For its part, Pakistan will continue to support the Kashmiri people in their rightful struggle against Indian oppression till the 
realization of their inalienable right to self-determination as enshrined in the UN Security Council Resolutions. 

ISLAMABAD 

5 MAY 2021 

184/2021 

http://mofa.gov.pk/death-of-senior-kashmiri-leader-ashraf-sehrai-in-indian-custody/ 

Pro-freedom Kashmiri leader buried under 
ΨǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘƛƪǘŀǘǎΩ 

!ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛϥǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŀȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōǳǊȅ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ΨaŀǊǘȅǊǎ DǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΩ 

Hilal Mir   | 06.05.2021 

SRINAGAR, Jammu and Kashmir 

Pro-freedom Kashmiri leader Ashraf Sehrai was buried early Thursday in his native village on the diktats of the police and in 
the presence of a huge number of security personnel who enforced severe curbs on the movement of people at multiple 
points in the area, his family members said. 

Sehrai, 77, died at a hospital in Jammu province, about 300 kilometers (186 miles) from his residence in Srinagar, the capital 
of the Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir, on Wednesday. He was shifted to hospital from a jail in Udhampur, about 
60 km (37 miles) from the hospital for respiratory distress, according to jail superintendent Harish Kotwal. 

His son Mujahid Sehrai had told Anadolu Agency that neither the family was informed about his health condition till his 
death, nor was he provided adequate medical care for multiple ailments since July 2020 when he was jailed under a 
preventive detention law. 

Sehrais live in Srinagar. 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǳǊȅ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ¢ŜƪƛǇƻǊŀΣ Ƙƛǎ 
ancestral village between 4:30 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. 
local time on Thursday [2300-0000GMT 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅϐΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǳǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
would take away the body and bury it in 
aŀŎŎƘƛƭΣέ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ¸ƻǳƴǳǎΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-
law, told Anadolu Agency. 

Macchil is a remote border area known for the 
murder of three Kashmiri men by the Indian army 
in a staged gunfight in 2010, an incident that 
triggered a massive anti-India uprising later. 

Younus said only about 100 extended family 
members besides friends participated in the funeral that was watched over by a huge number of Indian soldiers and 
policemen. He said the government forces ensured there was no big gathering.  

ά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ CŀƧǊ ώƳƻǊƴƛƴƎϐ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǉǳŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ 
was over. The forces tried giving us COVID-19 PPE [personal protective equipment] kits as if the virus was the cause of his 
death. But his COVID-19 test was negative. We refused to take their kits." 

http://mofa.gov.pk/death-of-senior-kashmiri-leader-ashraf-sehrai-in-indian-custody/


He said the deployment of forces was so massive that it could have been bigger than that witnessed during the operation 
that saw the killing of a popular militant commander, Riyaz Naikoo, in 2020. 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нр ǘƛƳŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΣέ 
Younus added. 

Slogans like ȰÈÕÍ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎÉ ÈÁÉÎȟ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ ÈÁÍÁÒÁ ÈÁÉͼ (We are 

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛǎΣ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊǎύ ŀƴŘ άǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳέ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ 

Widespread outrage 

Lƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ {ȅŜŘ !ƭƛ DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ άŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀl 
murder for which Indian authorities are directly responsible." 

ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊǳŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōǊǳǘŀƭƭȅ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘΦ DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ƘŀŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ offer prayers in absentia for Sehrai. 

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ LƳǊŀƴ YƘŀƴ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ƭŘǊ ώƭŜŀŘŜǊϐ !ǎƘǊŀŦ 
Sehrai in illegal Indian custody." 

άLƴŘƛŀϥǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƭƻǘ ƻƴ ƛƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅϥǎ Ŏƻƭlective conscience. We will continue to support Kashmiris' 
just struggle for the right to self-ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀŎŎ ǿƛǘƘ ¦b{/ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, chairman of the All Parties Hurriyat Conference [APHC], a pro-freedom grouping, said in a statement 
ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŀƛƭƳŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
authorities left him unattended till his condition worsened on Tuesday. 

ά¢ƘŜ !tI/ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Ghulam Nabi Fai, secretary-ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ CƻǊǳƳΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ ϦYŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ 
one of the most courageous and fearless leaders." 

"" he added. 

Sehrai was in jail "not because he was guilty of a crime," according 
to Fai, "but because he advocated and propagated the right of self-
determination of the people of Jammu & Kashmir, which was, 
pledged to them under United Nations Security Council resolutions 
as early as in 1948." 

Columnist, writer and former professor of law Sheikh Showkat 
Hussain told Anadolu Agency that detaining ailing and elderly 
prisoners away from their native places in an inhospitable 

atmosphere, and then subjecting them to humiliation takes a toll on their health. 

Human rights organizations have repeatedly appealed to the Indian government to release political prisoners in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, or at least shift them to jails closer to home. 

Disputed region 

Kashmir is held by India and Pakistan in parts and claimed by both in full. A small sliver of the region is also controlled by 
China. Since they were partitioned in 1947, the two countries have fought three wars, two of them over Kashmir. 

Some Kashmiri groups have been fighting against Indian rule for independence, or unification with neighboring Pakistan. 



According to several human rights organizations, thousands of people have been killed in the conflict in the region since 
1989. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pro-freedom-kashmiri-leader-buried-under-police-diktats-/2231167 

TeH chief Ashraf Sehrai lowered in grave in 
wee hours 

By Junaid Nabi Bazaz on May 07, 2021 

Only family and a few relatives allowed to perform last rites at his native Kupwara village 
SRINAGAR:  

The 77-year-old leader died away 
from his family in custody in Jammu 
on Wednesday. Battling multiple 
diseases, he was booked under the 
Public Safety Act last year and 
imprisoned more than a hundred 
kilometre away from his home in 
WŀƳƳǳΩǎ ¦ŘƘŀƳǇǳǊ ƧŀƛƭΦ hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
evening, he was shifted to Jammu 
hospital after his health condition 
deteriorated and subsequently he 
passed away the following day on 
Wednesday. With condemnations 

pouring in for imprisoning an aged political leader and his death, the government has not issued a word about the cause of 
his death. 

! ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ wŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ at 4 am and the last rites were performed 
within half an hour. 

He said that the funeral was attended by family members and a few relatives. 

ά¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ WŀƳƳǳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ с ǇƳΣ more than five hours after he passed 
away. During this time, they (doctors) performed an autopsy on the body and 
completed other legal formalities. It ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ōȅ п ŀƳΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
member added. 

The political heir to veteran leader Syed Ali Geelani, the body of Sehrai was ferried to 
Kupwara from Jammu in a private ambulance after travelling for more than 
10 hours. 

His son Mujahid Sehrai, who had reached Jammu yesterday afternoon after his 
father passed away, accompanied the body. The family paid Rs 25,000 to the 
ambulance for the journey, they said. 

At Tekipora village in Kupwara, teams of police and paramilitary forces were 
deployed by authorities to avoid any untoward incident. Locals said that 
people from other surrounding villages were not allowed to visit the Tekipora 
from Wednesday evening till Thursday.  

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pro-freedom-kashmiri-leader-buried-under-police-diktats-/2231167


At the time of his arrest last year, his son Mujahid said his father was suffering from bronchitis, diabetes, blood pressure, 
kidney issues, prostrate, heart ailment and hearing impairment. Every year in October, he would be administered a vaccine 
shot but it could not be given last year owing to his arrest. A petition before the High Court seeking medical care for Sehrai 
remained unheard, he added. 

¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мс ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎŜƴǘΣ aǳƧŀƘƛŘ ǎaid. 

Sehrai had spoken to his family ten days ago on the phone during which he had complained about back pain, lack of appetite, 
and general weakness, Mujahid said. He was scheduled to call on Friday but he did not and then the call was expected on 
Saturday and Monday, but the phone did not ring. 

His youngest son, a management graduate 
Junaid Ashraf Sehrai, was a top Hizbul 
Mujahideen commander and was killed by 
government forces in a gunfight in 
{ǊƛƴŀƎŀǊΩǎ bŀǿŀ YŀŘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ aŀȅ last year. 

Born in Lolab area of north Kashmir in 1944, 
Sehrai joined Jamaat-e-Islami in 1959, 
taking cue from his elder brother. Five years 
later he was jailed for the first time. He was 
later imprisoned many times, his prison 

time spanning over two decades. During his young days, he worked with Geelani in various capacities, until 2004 when 
Geelani departed from the parent organisation, Jamaat-e-Islami. Geelani was joined by Sehrai, and they together stitched 
the Tehreek-e-Hurriyat which became one of the main resistance political fronts in Jammu and Kashmir. Sehrai rose from 
the ranks of General Secretary to its chairman in 2018. 

ά.ǳǊƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ [ŀǘŜ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ƘŜƘǊŀƛ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ /ƻǾƛŘ ІǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ 
native ǇƭŀŎŜΣέ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊ ±ƛƧŀȅ YǳƳŀǊΦ 

https://kashmirreader.com/2021/05/07/teh-chief-ashraf-sehrai-lowered-in-grave-in-wee-hours/ 

 

WYI/.! ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǎ 
ά/ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ 5ŜŀǘƘέ 

By Press Desk on May 5, 2021 

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar Association (JKHBCA) has termed the death of incarcerated Tehreek-i-Hurriyat 
ό¢ŜIύ /ƘƛŜŦ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŀƘǊŀƛ ŀǎ ΨŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ 
prisoners languishing in different jails.  

In a statement, JKHBCA spokesman GN Shaheen said in a statement published on 
facebook, said that the veteran freedom leader and chairman TeH 
Mohammad Ashraf Khan Sehraie άǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅ ƛƴ Da/ 
WŀƳƳǳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōŀŎƪέΦ  

https://kashmirreader.com/2021/05/07/teh-chief-ashraf-sehrai-lowered-in-grave-in-wee-hours/


άIŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ Da/ WŀƳƳǳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ƛƴ 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ōŀǊ ǎŀƛŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎΣ άƳŀȅ !ƭƭŀƘ ōŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀƘŀŘŀǘέΦ 

άWYI/.! ƘŜƭŘ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛŘ ǊƛŎƘ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΦέ 

.ŀǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ά{ŜƘǊŀƛ ŀǎ άcustodial murderέ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ the life of 
ƻǘƘŜǊ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎέΦ 

ά7ÏÒÌÄ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÓÁÆÅÇÕÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ +ÁÓÈÍÉÒÉ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÉÎ )ÎÄÉÁÎ ÊÁÉÌÓΣέ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

The spokesman said that Sehrai was detained under Public Safety Act (PSA) last year and his habeas corpus petition was still 
pending for disposal before the JK High Court at Srinagar. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ {ŜƘǊŀƛ {ŀƘŀō ƘŀŘ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ YŀǘƘǳŀ to Jammu jail, hospitalization 
owing to ill serious heart ailment and meeting with the family members. Surprisingly, no orders were passed on all the three 
applications . Bar Association is deeply concerned about the casual approach of the courts in dealing the liberty matters and 
ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǇŀǘƘȅΣέ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

https://thekashmirpress.com/2021/05/05/jkhcba-describes-sehrais-death-as-custodial-death/  

Özel Haber μ YŜǒƳƛǊΩƛƴ ту ȅŀǒƤƴŘŀƪƛ ŘƛǊŜƴƛǒ ƭƛŘŜǊƛ 9ǒǊŜŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΣ ƛǒƎŀƭŎƛ IƛƴŘƛǎǘŀƴ ǘŀǊŀŦƤƴŘŀƴ 

ƘŀƪǎƤȊ ƎŜǊŜƪœŜƭŜǊƭŜ ǘǳǘǳƭŘǳƐǳ ƎǀȊŀƭǘƤƴŘŀ ǘƤōōƛ ƛƘƳŀƭ ƴŜŘŜƴƛȅƭŜ ǒŜƘƛǘ ŜŘƛƭŘƛΦ  

 
 

https://twitter.com/muslimportcom/status/1391065504484401152 

https://thekashmirpress.com/2021/05/05/jkhcba-describes-sehrais-death-as-custodial-death/
https://twitter.com/muslimportcom/status/1391065504484401152


Global reaction 

0!+)34!. 02)-% -).)34%2 )-2!. +(!. 
Deeply saddened by demise of Kashmiri 
ldr Ashraf Sehrai in illegal Indian 
custody. India's oppression of Kashmiris 
is a blot on int community's collective 
conscience. We will continue to support 
Kashmiris' just struggle for right to self-
determination in acc with UNSC 
Resolutions 

 
 

https://twitter.com/ImranKhanPTI/status/1390028198990254080 
 

 
https://twitter.com/PakPMO/status/1390039318786347012 

https://twitter.com/ImranKhanPTI/status/1390028198990254080
https://twitter.com/PakPMO/status/1390039318786347012


!:!$ +!3(-)2 02%3)$%.4 -!3//$ +(!. 
Shocked & deeply grieved to learn of the passing away of prominent Kashmiri leader Muhammad Ashraf #Sehrai. He was 

detained in Occupied Jammu's Udhampur Jail for the last two years on trumped-up charges. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to the bereaved family.  

https://twitter.com/Masood__Khan/status/1389906572147634180 

3!!$%4 0!249ȟ 452+%9 
President @SaadetPartisi Excellency @T_Karamollaoglu of #Turkey: As a great leader with Islamic vision, 
#ShaheedAshrafSehrai made a significant contribǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ІYŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ІwƛƎƘǘ¢ƻ{ŜƭŦ5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
suffered lifelong persecution at the hands of India. 

https://twitter.com/lfovk/status/1390669417881743361 

https://twitter.com/Masood__Khan/status/1389906572147634180
https://twitter.com/lfovk/status/1390669417881743361


#/.$/,%.#% -%33!'% "9 0!+)34!. &/2%)'. -).)34%2 
ON DEMISE OF SENIOR APHC LEADER AND TEHREEK-E-HURRIYAT JAMMU AND KASHMIR CHAIRMAN ASHRAF SEHRAI 

I am deeply saddened on the demise of senior APHC leader and Tehreek-e-
Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir Chairman Ashraf Sehrai in Indian custody, 
today. 

aȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ L ŀƭǎƻ 
convey my deepest condolences to the All Parties Hurriyat Conference, 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and the Kashmiri people. 

Ashraf Sehrai mŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-determination and suffered 
ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΦ aǊΦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ōǊŀǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ WǳƴŀƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊǘȅǊŘƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
exemplary fortitude. DŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǎǎΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

The government and the people of Pakistan will continue to support the Kashmiris in their rightful struggle till the realization 
of their right to self-determination, as enshrined in the UN Charter and the relevant UN Security Council resolution. 

http://mofa.gov.pk/condolence-message-by-foreign-minister-on-demise-of-senior-aphc-leader-and-tehreek-e-hurriyat-
jammu-and-kashmir-chairman-ashraf-sehrai/ 

30/+%30%23/. şŚ -/&! 
The Govt. and the people of #Pakistan are deeply 
grieved at the demise of senior #APHC leader 
Ashraf Sehrai in Indian custody. The senior 
Kashmiri leader was arrested last year on 
trumped up charges under the draconian Public 
Safety Act in #IIOJK. 

He remained incarcerated in Indian jail under 
squalid conditions despite deterioration of his 
health & prevailing #COVID19 crisis. . 

We once again call upon the @UN & @ICRC to 
urge India to drop all fabricated charges against 
political leaders of #IIOJK and provide them 
complete legal protections, including the right to 
a free & fair trial.  

 

https://twitter.com/ForeignOfficePk/status/1389922437337436160 

http://mofa.gov.pk/condolence-message-by-foreign-minister-on-demise-of-senior-aphc-leader-and-tehreek-e-hurriyat-jammu-and-kashmir-chairman-ashraf-sehrai/
http://mofa.gov.pk/condolence-message-by-foreign-minister-on-demise-of-senior-aphc-leader-and-tehreek-e-hurriyat-jammu-and-kashmir-chairman-ashraf-sehrai/
https://twitter.com/ForeignOfficePk/status/1389922437337436160


3%.!4/2 -53(!()$ (533!). 

Junaid Sehrai, son of Ashraf Sehrai Shaheed, was 26 when he was martyred, similar to another youth Icon, Burhan Muzaffar 
Wani, who was martyred at 21, both at the hands of Indian Occupation Army, while fighting for freedom; flame of freedom 
cannot be extinguished by brute force! 

https://twitter.com/Mushahid/status/1390873625549578240 

0!+)34!.) (5-!. 2)'(43 -).)34%2 
MS SHIREEN MAZARI 
Illegally jailed Hurriyat Leader Ashraf Sehrai was martyred while in the 
notorious Udhampur prison since July 2020. Last year, his son Junaid Sehrai, 
was martyred fighting Indian Occupation forces in Srinagar. Kashmiris will not 
be silenced by Indian fascism.  

https://twitter.com/ShireenMazari1/status/1389935538963193864 

3(%(29!2 !&2)$)ȟ #(!)2-!.ȟ Pakistan National Assembly 

Special Kashmir Committee 

Today we have lost another iconic Kashmiri resistance 
leader, longest & dearest companion of leader Syed Ali 
Geelani Sahib. I got the news while chairing @KCPak4 
meeting & Kashmir Committee has passed a unanimous 

Resolution to pay tributes to Sehrai sb 

https://twitter.com/ShehryarAfridi1/status/1389935993034350599 

-/%%$ 7Ȣ 9535&ȟ National Security Advisor, Pakistan  

5ŜŜǇƭȅ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΦ IŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-determination. Many 
ƳƻǊŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛƴ LLhWYΦ Lǘ ƛǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ Ǉƻƭƛǘƛcal grounds to 
create conducive environment.  

https://twitter.com/YusufMoeed/status/1389892716113313796 

https://twitter.com/Mushahid/status/1390873625549578240
https://twitter.com/ShireenMazari1/status/1389935538963193864
https://twitter.com/ShehryarAfridi1/status/1389935993034350599
https://twitter.com/YusufMoeed/status/1389892716113313796


3(%(29!2 !&2)$)ȟ CHAIRMAN, Pakistan National Assembly Special Kashmir Committee 

Offered funeral prayer in absentia for solace of top #Kashmiri resistance leader Ashraf 
Sehrai sb, martyred in custody by occupational regime of India. The struggle of 
#Sehrai sb is evidence to Hindutva regime that Kashmiris will not give up on their right 
to self determination. 

https://twitter.com/ShehryarAfridi1/status/1390604795820531713 

   

    

https://twitter.com/ShehryarAfridi1/status/1390604795820531713


!0(# expresses grief over demise of Ashraf Sehrai, asks Govt to release political prisoners 

Posted on May 05, 2021 

Srinagar, May 5 (KNS): All Parties Hurriyat Conference today expressed deep grief and sorrow over the demise of veteran 
leader and TeH chief Mohammed Ashraf Sehrai who after developing serious breathing problems in Udhampur jail where 
he was lodged died at GMC Jammu.  

 According to a statement issued to KNS, "As 
per family sources Sehrai Sahab was suffering 
from multiple ailments and despite repeated 
requests by the family that his health was 
deteriorating in jail, he was left unattended 
by the authorities till his condition worsened 
yesterday. ." 

APHC said despite repeated appeals to 
release political prisoners lodged in various 
jails on humanitarian grounds in view of the 
devastating covid catastrophe, authorities 
are playing with their lives. 

Paying rich tributes to Sehrai, APHC said that he was dedicated to his party and its ideology and worked tirelessly and 
ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻŎƪǳǇΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

APHC said that Sehrai contribution to the ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛǘ 
said. 

APHC said that all executive members including prof Abdul Ghani Bhat, Bilal Ghani lone, Masroor Abbas Ansari join 
incarcerated APHC CHAIRMAN MIRWAIZ UMAR FAROOQ EXTENDED THEIR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF SEHRAI AND 

PRAYED THAT ALMIGHTY ALLAH GIVES HIM A PLACE IN JANNAH. 

APHC said that it once again asks the 
Government authorities to release all 
political prisoners including 
Muhammad Yasin Malik, Shabir Ahmad 
Shah, Advocate Shahid-ul-Islam, Altaf 
Ahmad Shah, Nayeem Ahmad Khan, 
Ayaz Akbar, Peer Saifullah, Raja 
Merajuddin Kalwal, Syed Shahid 
Yousuf, Syed Shakeel Ahmad, Farooq 
Ahmad Dar, Aasiya Andrabi, Fehmeeda 
Sofi, Nahida Nasreen, Qasim Phaktoo 
,Masarat Alam, Zahoor Ahmed and 
others lodged in jails across J&K and 
outside in view of the covid 
catastrophe on health and 
humanitarian grounds and save their 
lives. (KNS) 

http://www.knskashmir.com/aphc-expresses-grief-over-demise-of-ashraf-sehrai--asks-govt-to-release-political-prisoners-
76659 

APHC deeply regrets 

this inhumane attitude 

of the authorities and is 

pained by it 

APHC said that "in the 

death of Sehrai Sahab 

people of J&K have lost a 

sincere able and an 

honest leader 

http://www.knskashmir.com/aphc-expresses-grief-over-demise-of-ashraf-sehrai--asks-govt-to-release-political-prisoners-76659
http://www.knskashmir.com/aphc-expresses-grief-over-demise-of-ashraf-sehrai--asks-govt-to-release-political-prisoners-76659
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Muhammad Ashraf Sahrayee, Chairman, Jammu & Kashmir 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyet passed away today under police 
ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅ ƛƴ WŀƳƳǳ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ улΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ 
one of the most courageous and fearless leaders. Very 
knowledgeable and talented personality. A man with a 
mission, he never placed personal considerations above 
the lofty aspirations of the Kashmiri people. And now he 
belongs to the ages. That characterization celebrates the 
death of a giant in Kashmir's turbulent history. Sahrayee 
Sahib, as he was commonly known, was a thinker, scholar 
and a gemstone of intellect and logic. I knew him for five 
decades.  

Sehrayee Sahib was arrested under draconian law, 
Jammu Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA) on July 12. 2020 
and was shifted to Udhampur Jail in Jammu, 200 miles 
from his residence. India uses PSA as a tool of repression, 
suppression and subjugation.  Under this law, a person can 
be detained for up to two years without trial. Therefore, 
!ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŏŀƭƭǎ t{! ŀǎΣ ά[ŀǿƭŜǎǎ [ŀǿΦέ 

Sahrayee Sahib had multiple serious medical illnesses, 
including partial hearing loss from torture. Lately he had 

developed symptoms of poor eye sight. His family 
remembers had urged the prison authority and state 
government to provide him medical treatment, which 
was denied. His health condition deteriorated day by day 
and was shifted to Jammu hospital on May 4, 2021 where 
he breathed his last. . 

Sahrayee Sahib was in jail not because he was guilty of a crime but because he advocated and propagated the right of self-
determination of the people of Jammu & Kashmir, which was, pledged to them under United Nations Security Council 
resolutions as early as in 1948. 

He lectured about the Kashmir dispute, almost in every nook and corner 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇƭŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ 
must be respected and Kashmir dispute has to be resolved under the 
United Nations Security Council resolutions. 

Sahrayee Sahib was always a truth teller and never kept his people in dark.  He told them that we have a long road ahead 
of us which needs big and conscious sacrifices. And people of Kashmir know it well that his family has proved to be a symbol 
of sacrifice and dedication. 

The nation of Jammu & Kashmir will miss him greatly and deeply But we are glad that he never let the people of Jammu & 
Kashmir down! 

Dr. Fai can be reached at: 1-202-607-6435  or  gnfai2003@yahoo.com 

Inna lillahi wa inna 
ilayhi rajioon  

Sahrayee Sahib was a great 

writer, orator and scholar. 

mailto:gnfai2003@yahoo.com


{ǘǊƛƪŜ ƛƴ LLhWϧY ǘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
May 06, 2021 

In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, complete strike was observed all across the territory, today (Thursday), to 
mourn the custodial killing of senior APHC leader and Tehreek-e-IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƛƴ WŀƳƳǳΩǎ 
Udhampur jail. 

Call for the strike was given by the All Parties Hurriyat Conference, Hurriyat forum led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and other 
Hurriyat leaders and organizations.  

Funeral prayers and dua majalis were held in Nowgam, Hyderpora, Barzulla, 
Nowakadal in Srinagar and other areas of the valley despite curfew and 
restrictions. 

In Kupwara areas, strict curfew was imposed to stop pro-ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ 
Lolab. 

Earlier, Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai was laid to rest amid tight military siege in his ancestral village Tekipora in Lolab area of 
Kupwara.  

On the other hand, Indian troops in their fresh act of state terrorism martyred three Kashmiri youth in Shopian district today. 

The troops martyred the youth during a cordon and search operation in Imam Sahab area of the district. 

https://radio.gov.pk/06-05-2021/strike-in-iiojk-to-mourn-sehrais-custodial-killing 

Chairman Turkish Saadet Party pays tribute to 
!ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊƛΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ 

May 8, 2021 

 

ANKRA, May 08 (SABAH): Chairman Saadet Party of Turkey Temel 
Karamollaoglu has offered his condolence over demise of Chairman of Tehreek-
e-Hurriyat Jammu & Kashmir Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai. 

In his letter written to Tehrik-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir Temel 
YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƎƭǳ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άL ŀƳ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ 
Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and senior 
leader of All Parties Hurriyat under Indian custody recently (Inna lillahe Va Inna 
Ilaihe Rajeoon). 

He said in letter please accept our condolences on behalf of the Saadat Party. 
As a great leader with Islamic vision Shaheed Ashraf Sehrai made a significant 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-determination and 
suffered lifelong persecution at the hands of India, he added. 

https://radio.gov.pk/06-05-2021/strike-in-iiojk-to-mourn-sehrais-custodial-killing


He said that Mr. Sehrai braved his son Junaid {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ-judicial martyrdom last year with exemplary fortitude. Despite 
Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǎǎΣ {ƘŀƘŜŜŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

May Allah accept his efforts and grant him a high place in Jannah. Aameen! He will be remembered for his vision, compassion 
and hard work serving the people of Kashmir and around the globe, he said. 

IŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜƘǊŜŜƪ-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and all Kashmiri 
brothers. I pray to Allah Almighty for forgiveness and mercy. 

https://sabahnews.net/english/news/chairman-turkish-saadet-party-pays-tribute-to-ashraf-sehris-freedom-struggle/ 

Saadet Party chief expresses grief over custodial death 
of Sehrai 

Ankara, May 07 (KMS): The Chairman of Saadet Party in 
¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ¢ŜƳŜƭ YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƐƭǳΣ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŘŜŜǇ ƎǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ 
sorrow over the death of senior APHC leader and the 
Chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir. 

¢ŜƳŜƭ YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƐƭǳ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ 
deeply saddened by the demise of Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, 
Chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and a 
senior leader of All Parties Hurriyat Conference, under Indian 
custody recently (Inna lillahe Wa Inna Ilaihe Rajeoon). Please 
accept our condolences on behalf of the Saadet tŀǊǘȅΦέ 

He said that as a great leader with Islamic vision, Shaheed 
!ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΩ 
struggle for their right to self-determination and suffered 
lifelong persecution at the hands of India. 

άaǊΦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ōǊŀǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ WǳƴŀƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ-judicial 
martyrdom last year with exemplary fortitude. Despite his 
personal loss, Shaheed Sehrai continued his struggle against 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

¢ŜƳŜƭ YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƐƭǳ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ !ƭƭŀƘ ŀŎŎept Ashraf 
{ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ WŀƴƴŀƘΦ άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
be remembered for his vision, compassion, and hard work in 
serving the people of Kashmir and around the globe. I offer my 
condolences to his family and all members of Tehreek-e-

Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and all Kashmiri brothers. I pray to Allah Almighty for forgiveness and mercy. 

UN probe sought into death of Kashmiri 
leader Ashraf Sehrai 

Malaysian group says 77-year-old gave his life to liberation struggle 
DANDY KOSWARAPUTRA |  09.05.2021 

JAKARTA, Indonesia 

Denouncing the recent death of pro-freedom Kashmiri leader Ashraf Sehrai in Indian custody, Á -ÁÌÁÙÓÉÁÎ ÇÒÏÕÐ 
ÈÁÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ 5. ÔÏ ÐÒÏÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ¦b ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻōŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿƘƛƭe in custody. The custodial murder of Sehrai 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǳƴƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aƻƘŘ !ȊƳƛ !ōŘǳƭ IŀƳƛŘΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ 
Organizations (MAPIM). 

Saadet Party President expresses grief over 
custodial death of Ashraf Sehrai 

Ankara, May 07 (WNTV) 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŀŀŘŜǘ tŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ¢ŜƳŜƭ YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƐƭǳΣ Ƙŀǎ 

expressed deep grief and sorrow over the death of senior APHC leader and 

the Chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir. 

¢ŜƳŜƭ YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƐƭǳ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ 

saddened by the demise of Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Chairman of 

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and a senior leader of All Parties 

Hurriyat Conference, under Indian custody recently (Inna lillahe Wa Inna 

Ilaihe Rajeoon). Please accept our condolences on behalf of the Saadet 

tŀǊǘȅΦέ 

He said that as a great leader with Islamic vision, Shaheed Ashraf Sehrai 

ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

self-determination and suffered lifelong persecution at the hands of India. 

¢ŜƳŜƭ YŀǊŀƳƻƭƭŀƻƐƭǳ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ !ƭƭŀƘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 

and grant him a ƘƛƎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ WŀƴƴŀƘΦ άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 

vision, compassion, and hard work in serving the people of Kashmir and 

around the globe. I offer my condolences to his family and all members of 

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and all Kashmiri brothers. I pray 

to Allah Almighty for forgiveness and mercy. 

https://www.wntv.uk/president-of-saadet-party-in-turkey/ 

https://sabahnews.net/english/news/chairman-turkish-saadet-party-pays-tribute-to-ashraf-sehris-freedom-struggle/
https://www.wntv.uk/president-of-saadet-party-in-turkey/


Sehrai, chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat pro-freedom group in Indian-administered Kashmir, died at a hospital in Jammu 
province on May 5. 

He was shifted to hospital from a jail in Udhampur, about 60 km (37 miles) from the hospital for respiratory distress. The 
77-year-old was in "preventive detention" since July 2020. 

Sehrai was a close confidante and most influential pro-freedom leader after Syed Ali Geelani, the septuagenarian who has 
been under house detention for the better part of the past decade. 

IŀƳƛŘ ǎŀƛŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ άŀ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΦέ 

άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǇƛǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŘŘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-determination for 
Kashmir." 

άIƛǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

ά{ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ 
years as a prisoner of conscience. He has been 
criminalized by the fascist Indian government not 
only because of his adamant political struggle to 
free Kashmir but also for his commitment to 
strengthen Muslim Kashmiris, to support the 
building of an Islamic-ōŀǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƳƻŘŜƭΣέ 
the MAPIM president said. 

IŀƳƛŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ άƛƭƭ-treatment of Kashmir 
detainees by India to the extent of denying their 
medical care needs and literally left the prisoners to 
ǇŜǊƛǎƘΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴƻƴ-provision of much-needed medicines 
which resulted in Sehrai's health fast deteriorated 
is clearly intentional by the Indian authorities to 
break the resistance of Kashmiris and compel them 

ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎǳƳō ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀϥǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά{ŜƘǊŀƛϥǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ōǳǘ ŀ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ YŀǎƘƳƛǊƛǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
continue their right for justice and a life of dignity." 

He urged world powers and human rights organizations not to turn "a blind eye on the plight of Kashmir prisoners of 
conscience." 

ά²Ŝ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻŦ !ǎƘǊŀŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƘŜ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ will boost the morale of 
all Kashmir freedom fighters." 

Disputed region 
Kashmir is held by India and Pakistan in parts and claimed by both in full. A small sliver of the region is also controlled by 
China. 

Since they were partitioned in 1947, the two countries have fought three wars, two of them over Kashmir. Some Kashmiri 
groups have been fighting against Indian rule for independence, or unification with neighboring Pakistan. 

According to several human rights organizations, thousands of people have been killed in the conflict in the region since 
1989. 

/Î !ÕÇȢ υȟ ςπρω ÔÈÅ )ÎÄÉÁÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÖÏËÅÄ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ σχπ and other related provisions from 

ƛǘǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǎŎǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ aǳǎƭƛƳ-majority state with its autonomy. It was also split into two federally 
administered territories. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/un-probe-sought-into-death-of-kashmiri-leader-ashraf-sehrai/2234808 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/un-probe-sought-into-death-of-kashmiri-leader-ashraf-sehrai/2234808


Pakistan urges UN to press India for release 
of political prisoners in Kashmir 

Islamabad's envoy writes letter to UN chief following death of jailed Kashmiri pro-freedom leader Ashraf Sehrai 

Aamir Latif   |09.05.2021 

KARACHI, Pakistan 

Pakistan ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ƛǘǎ άŘŜŜǇέ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƧŀƛƭŜŘ ǇǊƻ-freedom Kashmiri leader Ashraf Sehrai and 
called for the release of all political prisoners in the Indian-ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ¦b ŜƴǾƻȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

-ÕÎÉÒ !ËÒÁÍȟ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ ÐÅÒÍÁÎÅÎÔ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 5.ȟ 
ÓÁÉÄ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÉÎ Á ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ 5. ÃÈÉÅÆ !ÎÔÏÎÉÏ 'ÕÔÅÒÒÅÓȟ 
ÕÒÇÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÁÓË .Å× $ÅÌÈÉ ÔÏ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÁÌÌ 
ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅÄ (ÉÍÁÌÁÙÁÎ ÖÁÌÌÅÙȢ 
Sehrai, 77, died at a hospital in the Indian-administered Kashmir earlier this week. 

He was the chairman of the Tehreek-e-IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
pro-freedom group. 

Like hundreds of other Kashmiri political prisoners, 
Sehrai was kept in jail far from his hometown of 
Srinagar. He was incarcerated since July 2020 at the 
Uhdampur jail, more than 200 kilometers (125 miles) 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ 

He was already under house arrest when he was 
detained under the Public Safety Act, which has been 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƭŀǿƭŜǎǎ ƭŀǿέ ōȅ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
Amnesty International. 

With hundreds of prisoners having tested positive 
for COVID-19 across India, activists and family 
members of incarcerated individuals have 

repeatedly appealed to the Indian government to release ailing prisoners from overcrowded jails. 

Akram said Pakistan has urged the UN chief to ask the government of India to immediately release all illegally detained 
prisoners in view of the prevailing COVID-19 crisis and deteriorating humanitarian situation in the disputed region. 

Disputed region 

Kashmir is held by India and Pakistan in parts and claimed by both in full. Since they were partitioned in 1947, the two 
countries have fought three wars, two of them over Kashmir. 

Some Kashmiri groups have been fighting against Indian rule for independence, or unification with neighboring Pakistan. 

According to several human rights organizations, thousands of people have been killed in the conflict in the region since 
1989. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistan-urges-un-to-press-india-for-release-of-political-prisoners-in-
kashmir/2234317 

{ŜƘǊŀƛ άǎǇŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

the legitimate right of self-

determination of #Kashmiris and 

suffered persecution at the hands 

ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣέ !ƪǊŀƳ 

said in a series of tweets. 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistan-urges-un-to-press-india-for-release-of-political-prisoners-in-kashmir/2234317
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistan-urges-un-to-press-india-for-release-of-political-prisoners-in-kashmir/2234317


Pakistan Permanent Representative to UN 

In my letter to the Secretary General 
@antonioguterres I have conveyed deep concern 
of the Foreign Minister of Pakistan 
@SMQureshiPTI on the recent demise of a senior 
political leader & Chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat 
Jammu and Kashmir Mr. Ashraf Sehrai in the Indian 
custody.  

Being a leading political figure from Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), Mr 
#AshrafSehrai spent his life struggling for the 
legitimate right of self-determination of 
#Kashmiris and suffered persecution at the hands 
of Indian occupying forces. 

In view of the prevailing Covid-19 crises in India, 
and deteriorating humanitarian situation in IIOJK, my Government urged his excellency to ask the Government of India to 
immediately release all Illegally detained prisoners. 

Immediately release: 

ϝAll detentions in IIOJK under PSA; 

ϝWomen, elderly, pre-trial & undertrials on bail; 

ϝConvicted political prisoners on parole, held in jails away from IIOJK;  

ϝIllegally detained or held in police lockups, joint interrogation centers, & house arrests. 

https://tw itter.com/PakistanPR_UN/status/1390777113221926912 

Shaheed Ashraf Sehrai ς The Man of The Book 
His Struggle Must Continue: MAPIM 

Statement: Malaysian Consultative Council of Islamic Organizations - MAPIM 
8th May 2021 

We are saddened by the news of the demise of the senior Hurriyat leader, 
Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai on the 5th May 2021 at the age of 77 years old. 

His martyrdom in the holy month of Ramadan is a reward from the 
Almighty which we pray that his soul will be in the comfort of the 
companies of the shuhada and solehin.  

We learned that he is a fully dedicated leader who has given his life in the 
struggle for the liberation of Kashmir. 

Described as a seasoned and brave Hurriyat leader, he will aspire all 
freedom fighters to continue to persevere and face all odds to achieve 
justice and self-determination for Kashmir. Sehrai was incarcerated 
illegally for the last two years as a prisoner of conscience. He has been 

https://twitter.com/PakistanPR_UN/status/1390777113221926912


criminalized by the fascist Indian government not only because of his adamant political struggle to free Kashmir but also for 
his commitment to strengthened Muslim Kashmiris to support the building of an Islamic based development model. 

As the Chairman of the Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Shaheed Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai has been 
a respected leader of principles and deeds. 

We express our condemnation on his murder under the 
Indian custody. 

As a member of Jama'at-e-Islami Jammu and Kashmir, 
his struggle places a strong foothold for his successors 
to continue the cause. 

We salute his resolve to free Indian-occupied Kashmir 
for a complete withdrawal of Indian forces from 
Kashmir. 

His sacrifice to have his son, Junaid Sehrai achieved martyrdom in 2020 in a gun battle with occupying Indian forces is 
unmatchable by many. 

We share the loss of "The Man of the Book". His leadership is exemplary in leading the freedom movement with strong 
emphasis on Islamic ethics and values. 

We register our great admiration to his work in establishing Tehreek-e-Hurriyat -- with its three basic values: Islam, as a 
way of life; Azaadi (Complete freedom from Indian occupation) and Itehaad (Unity among the ranks of Muslim nation). 
His unwavering struggle that earned him more than 16 years in the Indian jails is truely the mark of a mujahidin. 

He endured tremendous health ailments when he was incarcerated and yet he was denied of the needed medical care. 

He was suffering from heart, back, bronchitis, kidney problems. He had already lost his hearing ability. He lost eye sight in 
jail and finally achieved martyrdom. 

We read his experiences as a personality with a full-hearted focus on justice and right for freedom. 

We abhor India's ill treatment of Kashmir detainees to the extent of denying their medical care needs and literally left the 
prisoners to parish. 

The non-provision of much-needed medicines which resulted in Sehrai's health fast deteriorated, is clearly intentional by 
the Indian authorities to break the resistance of Kashmiris and compel them to succumb to the India's aggression. 

(ÉÓ ÍÁÒÔÙÒÄÏÍ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÓÔÏÄÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÄÉÁÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ, raises 

questions of how India has been targeting Muslim leaders in Kashmir. 

We believe the Kashmiri people are more determined to continue Sehrai's struggle for justice and freedom. Sehrai not only 
fought to the end but remained steadfast and an 
inspiring figure for freedom fighters in Kashmir. 

We call the UN to launch a concerted effort to probe the 
death Sehrai while in custody. The custodial murder of 
Sehrai cannot be left uninvestigated. 

A report that the situation of Kashmiri prisoners is in 
danger as they are not only deprived of basic health 
facilities but were kept with coronavirus patients.  

Kashmiri political prisoners in the Indian jails which are 
becoming death chambers, are in danger of contracting 
the coronavirus from covid positive inmates. 

His commitment and 

dedication for Islam is a 

landmark legacy not only for 

Kashmir but also for the 

Ummah. 

Sehrai's death will not be the 

end of the struggle but a 

motivating and inspiring push 

for all Kashmiris freedom 

fighters to continue their right 

for justice and a live of dignity. 



The spreading of the virus amongst Kashmir leaders and not allowing them to be treated is a tool by the Indian authorities 
to terminate them completely while in custody. 

The fact that over 50 people lost battle to a coronavirus so far, is enough to describe the gravity of Kashmir imprisoned 
leaders in the Indian jails. 

The world powers and human rights organizations must not close a blind eye on the plight of Kashmir prisoners of 
conscience. 

We stand in solidarity with the struggle of Ashraf Sehrai and pray the fighting spirit he exemplified will boost the morale of 
all Kashmir freedom fighters to persevere. 

Mohd Azmi Abdul Hamid 
President Malaysian Consultative Council of Islamic Organizations (MAPIM) 

Establish Shaheed Ashraf Sehrai Chair on Human Rights 
Our Correspondent 

London, May 9: Glowing tributes were paid to Chairman Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir and prominent leader of 
All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) Muhammad Ashraf Khan Sehrai at a webinar organised by Tehreek-e-Kashmir TeK 
United Kingdom (UK).  
President TeK UK Raja Fahim Kayani said that Sehrai was an icon of ongoing liberation movement in Kashmir who laid his 
life for the sacred Kashmir cause. Sehrai's custodial killing demonstrates that Indian occupation regime is adamant to use all 
available tools to subjugate the people of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir IIOJK into submission. But the 
sacrifice of Sehrai testifies that no matter what, India can never break the will of the Kashmiri leadership. They are willing 
to give their life but will never compromise on the principle stand of right of self-determination. 

  

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi condemned the custodial killing of Sehrai saying he saddened on the sad demise 
of prominent leader Sehrai under Indian custody. 

President of Azad Jammu and Kashmir AJ&K Sardar Masood Khan expressed his grief and anguish over the custodial killing 
of Sehrai. He highlighted the unwavering determination of Sehrai towards the cause of Kashmir. President Khan assured the 
people of IIOJK that AJ&K government will raise the issue of illegally detained leadership of Kashmir in every possible 
international forums, including the United Nations, European Parliament and OIC. He appealed the United Nations to take 
concrete steps to save the nation of Kashmir who are facing an existential threat since August 5, 2019 when India abrogated 
Article 370 and 35 A.  

The foreign minister Qureshi said in his video message sent to the organiser of the conference that Sehrai struggled in all 
his life for the Kashmir cause and right of self-determination. Sehrai never lost hope but in Kashmir struggle he lost his 



beloved son Junaid Sehrai through extra judicial killing in custody. Sehrai also left us under Indian custody which deeply 
saddened me. 

"Sehrai saw ups and downs, faced oppression but never accepted India's illegal occupation", Qureshi added. 
Foreign Minister Qureshi condoled with the bereaved family of Sehrai and the leadership of APHC. "On this occasion I want 
to reiterate Pakistan's support to the Kashmir cause and are confident that Kashmiris will succeed and one day achieve their 
objective according to the UN charter and commitment made under Security Council resolutions, " Foreign Minister Qureshi 
concluded.  

Chairman of Pakistani Senate Foreign Affairs Committee Senator Mushahid Hussain said that Sehrai was an icon of Kashmiri 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƻƛŎ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōǊǳǘŀƭ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƻȅŀƭ ŀƛŘŜ ƻŦ LLhWYϥǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΣ {ȅŜŘ 
Ali Geelani. 

Senator added that his custodial death follows martyrdom of his son Junaid Sehrai in May 2019 fighting for freedom. 

 

Senator Sayed recommended the following three action items to the Government of Pakistan. 

1. To send the letters to the United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights; Amnesty International and United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on extra judicial killings to intervene and persuade Government of India to release all 
political prisoners in IIOJK in view of the latest wave of Covid 19 pandemic which has spread all over India. 

2. The Government of Pakistan should establish Shaheed Ashraf Sehrai Chair on Human Rights at one of the renowned 
universities of Pakistan or think tanks in Pakistan. 

3. Pakistan should send critical healthcare supplies to IIOJK. 

All these suggestions were endorsed by Chairman Pakistan Parliamentary Kashmir Committee Shehryar Khan Afridi 
and   former Prime Minister of Pakistan Pervez Ashraf.  

Shehryar Khan Afridi offered his condolences and reiterated that the Government of Pakistan will provide all possible 
diplomatic support to the people of IIOJK till they achieve their right to self-determination. He said that Kashmir Committee 
has established 28 global platforms to inform global public square about the situation in IIOJK. He said that the custodial 
death of Sehrai sends a clear message that Indian government is bent up on killing the Kashmiri political leadership. We 
cannot let it happen. 

Former Prime Minister of Pakistan, Raja Pervez Ashraf said that Pakistan Peoples Party PPP has always played an important 
role to highlight the Kashmir cause, right from Shaheed Zulfiqar Bhutto to Shaheed Benazir Bhutto to Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. 
We will continue to be the ears and eyes of our brothers and sisters of IIOJK. 

The MP and Shadow Deputy Leader of the House of Commons Afzal Khan said that Sehari is the hero of Kashmir freedom 
struggle. He fought peacefully against the Indian military occupation all his life. In order to keep the new generation of 
Pakistan aware of this hero of Kashmir freedom movement, the government of Pakistan should recognize their struggle and 
hold a special session of the National Assembly and the Senate.  



Khan further said that we all applaud the move of Pakistan to send aid to India to control the outbreak of Covid-19 but the 
government of Pakistan must talk to India. Their aid should be given access to IIOJK people as well. The people of the 
occupied valley must be helped in this hour of need. 

Chairman Public Accounts Committee and assembly member AJ&K Abdul Rashid Turabi said that Sehrai was a man of 
character. He was a person who gave his life for a cause he truly believed in. The nation of Kashmir will miss him dearly, 
Turabi added. He condemned the house arrest of Syed Ali Shah Geelani and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.  

Lord Qurban Husain Secretary General All Party Parliamentary Group for Kashmir and Lord Wajid Khan Vice Chair All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Kashmir pledged their full support in raising the issue of Kashmiri political prisoners both in British 
House of Commons and House of Lords. They said that the death of Ashraf Sehrai will not go in vain if we all work together 
to remind our government about the right of self-determination that was pledged to the people of Kashmir by the United 
Nations, including our own government in UK. 

President, World Kashmir Awareness Forum Dr. Ghulam Nabi Mir while expressing condolences to the Sehrai family and 
millions of Kashmiris, said that Sehrai was one of the heroes of Kashmir freedom movement. He was th man of stature, 
public appeal and faith.  Sehrai was loved by all including non-Muslim communities in IIOJK. Dr. Mir warned that Sehrai's 
death was a direct result of Indian government's complicity. He appealed to the UN, UNHCR and powerful nations to demand 
release of all Kashmiri political prisoners earnestly in view of danger to the lives of prisoners in the Covid affected prison 
system of India. 

Senior Kashmiri Hurriyat leader and Chairman  Jammu and Kashmir Salavation Movement JKSM Altaf Ahmad Bhat expressed 
deep concern over Covid-19 situation in IIOJK in general and in various prisons in particular where Indian occupational 
authorities have detained Kashmiri leadership, including Aasiya Andrabi, Muhammad Yasin Malik, Shabir Ahmed Shah, 
Masarat Alam, Dr Qasim Faktoo, Advocate Shahid-ul-Islam, Altaf Ahmed Shah, Nayeem Ahmed Khan, Ayaz Akbar, Peer 
Saifullah, Raja Merajuddin Kalwal, Syed Shahid Yousuf, Shakeel Ahmed, Farooq Ahmed Dar, Fehmeeda Sofi, Nahida Nasreen, 
Zahoor Ahmed. 

 

President TeK Europe Muhammad Ghalib described Sehrai  as a thinker, scholar and a person of unshakeable determination. 

Secretary General Shamim Shawl of Tehreek-e-Khawateen Kashmir and APHC representative said that the 78-year-old Sehrai 
had been facing detention under the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA) which is a draconian law. We must raise our voice 
in order to deter India to take such measures in future. 

President, UK Islamic Mission Zia -ul-Haq offered his condolences not only to the family of Sehrai but to the whole nation of 
Kashmir. Haq  said that Sehrai  was suffering from multiple diseases and reportedly not provided treatment during his 
incarceration. It is clear violation of Fourth Geneva Convention and it must be condemned by all civilized nations.  



The TeK Itlay leader Mehmmod Sharief said that Sehrai was the political voice of IIOJK people and his death is a political 
killing that must be investigated at international level. 

Mohammad Saeed Choudary re-counted last words of Sehrai " they have brought me here (to prison) to kill me so do not 
make efforts for my release".  

The memorial was concluded by Haq with Dua for Sehrai and other martyrs of IIOJK. 

https://kmsnews.org/news/2021/05/09/glowing-tributes-to-sehraei-at-tek-webinar/ 

Editorial | Bring Kashmiri Prisoners Home or Make Them Feel at One 

  #KBEditorial | Kashmiri prisoners have been the worst victims of IndƛŀΩǎ ŀǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŜŀǎ Ǝƻ ǳƴƘŜŀǊŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
absent judges and adjourned hearings. The reduced functioning of courts due to the ongoing pandemic has only worsened 
the scenario. 

https://twitter.com/KashmirBylines/status/1390316560917671937 

Man of the Book! 

Geelani Wills Sehrai as Successor 
Riyaz Ul Khaliq 
SRINAGAR, May 02, 2016 

In a historic decision, Hurriyat patriarch Syed Ali Geelani, will be succeeded by his lifetime friend, and colleague, Muhammad 
Ashraf Khan alias Sehrai as chairperson, Tehreek-e-Hurriyat (TeH) Jammu and Kashmir.   

The announcement in this regard is expected to be made on Monday. 

87-year-old Geelani is currently heading TeH since 2004 August. 

https://kmsnews.org/news/2021/05/09/glowing-tributes-to-sehraei-at-tek-webinar/
https://twitter.com/KashmirBylines/status/1390316560917671937


DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ŀƴŘ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ср ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islami (JeI) and now in TeH. 

! ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƛƪƪƛ tƻǊŀ [ƻƭŀō ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ YŀǎƘƳƛǊΩǎ YǳǇǿŀǊŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ ƛƴ мфрлǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΦ 
He is ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŦƻƻǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊέ ƛƴ WŜL ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ WŜL ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
of Secretary General. 

When JeI J&K decided to launch its student wing, Sehrai was chosen 
to lead Shooba-i-Talaba since 1977. Shooba-i-Talaba was renamed as 
Islami Jamiat-e-Talaba (IJT) later on and the current framework of IJT 
has been designed by Sehrai himself in 2001. 

After 2002, All Parties Hurriyat Conference division, difference of 
opinion became public in JeI and officially, Geelani and Sehrai were 
allowed to form TeH. A formal agreement was agreed upon in which 
TeH was supposed to receive support from JeI. Those who joined TeH 
and were associated with JeI would continue as members of JeI, 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΦ 

DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ōǳǘ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ WŜLΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
they are voters. 

Sources in the TeH confirmed to Kashmir Life about this major 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ άDŜŜƭŀƴƛ ǎŀƘŀō Ƙŀǎ 
given his go-ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǿŀȅΣέ ŀ ǘƻǇ ¢ŜI ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Given the ailing health of GeŜƭŀƴƛΣ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΣ άDŜŜƭŀƴƛ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǊŜŀŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ Řŀȅǎ 
ōŀŎƪ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦέ 

Sehrai was working as Secretary General of TeH since 2004. He will be second chairperson of the organization. 

The set-up in TeH changes after every three years; the last elections were held in September 2013 when around 1000 basic 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǾƻǘŜŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ōǳǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ 
has deciŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǾŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊΣέ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

However, what remains to be seen is whether Sehrai succeeds Geelani in All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC-g). APHC-g 
is an amalgam of over 13 separatist parties of which Tehreek-e-Hurriyat is the largest one. Since 2002, Geelani is heading 
the Hurriyat amalgam. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ¢ŜI ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ молл ōŀǎƛŎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ммллл ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
general members are formally baptized in TeH but there are certain requiremeƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦέ 

In past as well, Sehrai has remained 
acting chairperson of TeH because 
DŜŜƭŀƴƛ ǿŀǎ ƧŀƛƭŜŘΦ ά!ƭƳƻǎǘ ƛt happened 
three times that Sehrai and Pir Saifullah 
ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦέ 

In 2014, TeH announced forming of a 
public trust ς Milli Trust ς which has 
eight basic members with Geelani as life 
time chairperson. TeH claims that the 
trust is working for destitute, widows, 
orphans, political detainees and other 
literary work. Geelani has transferred all his personal property to this trust. Notably, the property includes Hyderpora 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜI ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ōȅ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ-e-Islami as well. 

Meanwhile, sources said that Tehreek-e-Hurriyat is holding a press conference at 12 PM today. 

https://kashmirlife.net/geelani-wills-sehrai-as-successor-103977/amp/ 

A TeH leader said that the 

organization is working across 

Kashmir besides in Poonch and 

Doda in Jammu region. 

https://kashmirlife.net/geelani-wills-sehrai-as-successor-103977/amp/


¢ƘŜ Ψ.ǳƭƭŜǘ .ǊŀƛƴΩǎΩ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ 
leadership 

By Bilal Handoo on March 19, 2018 

Between the arrival and the beginning of the youthful 
defiance of Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai is the trajectory of the 
man who always chose workmanship over leadership.  

In a stockpile of intelligence files, Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai 
remains a revered rival. The ruthless state managers respect 
the man for his unflinching and razor-ǎƘŀǊǇ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
a name for him in those filesτά.ǳƭƭŜǘ .Ǌŀƛƴέτgiven for his 
ability to make instant decisions without fearing for 
consequences. 

¢Ƙŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ {ȅŜŘ !ƭƛ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜƘǊŜŜƪ-e-
IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ōƻǎǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ψ{ŜƘǊŀƛ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩτgiven his textbook toilτƘŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭŀǘŜΣ ŀǊƎǳŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƳƛǊŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǘŜǊƳ ƘƛƳ άŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ follower of 
ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻƭŀō ƳŀƴτάƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǇǊŜǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳέτis known to keep a low-key profile and has 
been a shadow of Geelani since 1959 when as class 10 student, he met the young Geelani and was left fascinated with his 
Islamic speeches and scholarly bent of mind. 

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ IǳǊǊƛȅŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ Ȱ3ÅÈÒÁÉ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅȢȱ Originally born as 

Ashraf Ali in 1944 to the family of Khansτwho had migrated to Tikki Pora Lolab from West Province in Pakistan before the 
PartitionτƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ƛƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ΨŦƭƻŀǘŜǊΩ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ DŜŜƭŀƴƛΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ŧƭƻŀǘ 
between prisons and interrogation centres. 

But as a defiant youth, he first landed in jail in 1965 and continued facing incarcerations. In the sixties 
itself, Sehrai returned from the prestigious Aligarh Muslim University with BA (Hons) in Urduτbefore adding Aadeb-e-Mahir 
and Aadeb-e-YŀƳƛƭ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ WŜLΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƴƎΣ {Ƙƻƻōŀ-i-Talaba, which was 
later renamed as Islami Jamiat-e-Talaba. 

{ŜƘǊŀƛ ƘŀŘ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ Wŀƛƭ WŀƳƳǳ ƛƴ мфус ǿƘŜƴ WŀƳŀΩŀǘ ŦƛŜƭŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ aǳǎƭƛƳ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ CǊƻƴǘ όa¦Cύ 
candidate from Kupwara. Previously, JeI had fielded him against Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah from Ganderbal. Standing 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ YŀǎƘƳƛǊέτapparently devoid of oppositionτǿŀǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ {ŜƘǊŀƛΩǎ ŦŜŀǊƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ 

ά!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻŘŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƎƛƳƳƛŎƪǎ ƻŦ a¦CΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƘǊƻǳŘǎΣ ŦƭŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜŀǊƳǎ ƻr 
ƛƴǾƻƪƛƴƎ ŘƧƛƴƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƻƻ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀƭƭƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎǊƛōŜΣ άƛǘ ǿŀǎ {ŜƘǊŀƛΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦƛŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎτconveniently mixing 
religion and politicsτwere getting noticed in a local press. His oratory skills would simply turn you into his captive audiencŜΦέ 

After 1987 elections were rigged, with most MUF leadership and their polling agents dragged to dungeons, Sehrai assumed 
the role of a captain whose immediate challenge was to steer clear the ship caught in the political tempest. 

!ǎ ŀ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ WŀƳŀΩŀǘΩǎ .ŀǘƳŀƭƻƻ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ {ŜƘǊŀƛ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƭƪ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ǊǳōōƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǊƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŜŘ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ a¦CέΦ Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǊ ǇƻƭƭǎΣ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ a¦C ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ 
the reckoning opposition with around 20 seats only. 

Once left battered in a crackdown by the Farooq Abdullah government, Sehrai strongly resisted the post-1987 poll events 
in Kashmir. His criticism to Shimla Agreement finally sent him back to jail. 

Even among the insurgents of yore, Sehrai commands respect for lifting the prison mood with his scholarly take and 
authority on Iqbaliyat. 




