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Executive Summary

This monthly brief examines the significant developments that took place in April 2023 in Indian-
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (I0JK). The intimidation and harassment of the civilian population
witnessed an upward trend as the occupying authorities accelerated the policy of silencing
Kashmiris through excessive use of force. A climate of fear has been created to stifle the voices of
dissent and force people to toe a line that is amenable to the interests of the occupying authority

controlling through de facto constitutionalism.
Analysis
Arbitrary detentions and extrajudicial killings

The issue of unlawful arrests and arbitrary detentions in Kashmir has been a subject of grave
concern, particularly due to the associated risk of extrajudicial killings. In the occupied region of
Kashmir, numerous instances have been reported where individuals have been unlawfully arrested
or detained without proper legal justification or adherence to due process. Such arrests often occur
under the pretext of maintaining security or conducting counter-insurgency operations. These
measures have been accompanied by a disturbing trend of extrajudicial killings, where civilians
are arbitrarily detained without any formal legal trial. These extrajudicial killings are carried out
by India’s occupying forces in conjunction with the intelligence agencies, casting doubts on the
legitimacy and accountability of the law enforcement agencies. It is essential to acknowledge that
extrajudicial killings not only violate international human rights standards but also undermine the
rule of law and erode public trust in the justice system. The prevalence of such incidents highlights
the urgent need for impartial investigations, accountability mechanisms, and reforms within the
law enforcement and security apparatus to prevent further extrajudicial killings and ensure the

protection of human rights in Kashmir.

In April alone, there were reports of a significant number of arbitrary detentions by Indian
occupying forces and the Jammu and Kashmir Police in the Kashmir region. These arrests occurred
during Cordon and Search Operations and raids conducted in civilian areas. It has been reported
that 3,018 people were detained in the last three weeks. Additionally, the right to assembly has
been curtailed, as evidenced by the arrest of approximately 100 youths on April 22 during Eid day
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in Jamia Masjid Sopore and Jamia Masjid Srinagar for sloganeering in solidarity with

Palestinians.!

One particular incident that has raised concerns is the alleged false flag operation in the Bhata
Durian woods in Rajouri, which resulted in a large number of mass arrests. More than 500

individuals were apprehended in the Rajouri area during a combing operation launched to capture

the alleged perpetrators responsible for an attack in which five Indian soldiers were killed.?

Mukhtar Hussain Shah, a 50-year-old resident of Nar village in the Mendhar tehsil of Rajouri

district, was summoned for questioning by the local police on April 21, just a day after the attack.
Subsequently, he was arbitrarily detained, tortured, and later succumbed to his injuries while in
custody.® He was admitted to the Government Medical College in Rajouri, where he passed away
on Thursday, April 27. The police claimed that he consumed poison on the night of April 25 after
being called in for questioning regarding his alleged involvement in the rebel attack on April 20
in Bhata Dhurian.

After the necessary medico-legal procedures, including a post-mortem examination, the family
members of Mukhtar Hussain Shah protested and blocked the Jammu-Poonch national highway
between Bhimber Gali and Bhata Dhurian, seeking justice and demanding an investigation. The
family maintains Shah's innocence and insists that the police provide evidence of his involvement
in any incident for which he was being continuously summoned and harassed.* They also called

for an investigation into the circumstances and pressures that may have led to his death.

Curbs on Religion

Religion is an integral part of human society, and it has been practiced for centuries across different
cultures and regions of the world. However, in recent times, there have been increasing curbs on
religion in various countries, which have sparked debates on the need for such restrictions. Human

rights defenders argue that these curbs violate the fundamental principles of freedom of religion

and expression. The occupational authorities in Indian-Occupied Jammu and Kashmir have been
disallowing people from offering their prayers in the region for the last few decades. During the

Holy month of Ramadhan, people from different parts of the region were barred from practicing
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their religion.® Even on the occasion of Eid, people were disallowed to offer the Eid congregational

prayers in famous Eidgahs of Srinagar, Anantnag, and other major cities and towns.® The brazen

interference in religious matters is seen by the local population as part of India’s larger efforts to
disconnect people from their cultural and religious roots and consolidate power in the region. The
historical Jamia Masjid of Srinagar often remains locked and people in the summer capital are

disallowed from practicing their religion.’
Arming Hindu Militia’s

India is arming thousands of Hindu militia groups in the name of “village defense committees” to
attack and annihilate the native Muslim population in the region, similar to what Israel has been
doing in Occupied Palestinian territories by arming illegal settlers. In addition to its almost one
million occupational forces in the region, India is arming these Hindu militia groups to further
their project of settler colonialism. More than 5000 Hindus have been armed with automatic and
semiautomatic weapons to create divisions in the area to further subjugate the Muslim population.®
Apartheid-like structures are being created to accelerate the settler colonialism project in the
disputed territory. Similar practices under the Dogra State had led to the ethnic cleansing of Jammu
Muslims in 1947-48 where more than 250000 Muslims were massacred and thousands forced to
flee the region.®

Seizing Properties

On April 24, India’s National Investigating Agency (NIA) attached the immovable properties of
Shahid Yousuf and Syed Shakeel at Srinagar’s Rambagh and Budgam’s Soibugh areas. Both are
sons of Syed Salahuddin Ahmad, chief of Kashmir’s largest Indigenous armed group Hizbul
Mujahideen.’® The move is being seen as an attempt to settle outsiders in the region. The
occupational authorities in a recent statement said that more than 185 persons have been successful
in buying land in the disputed territory during 2020, 2021, and 2022.%! Seizing of properties across
the UN-recognized disputed territory continues unabated with occupational authorities besides

destroying and seizing properties, and grabbing land of the natives illegally.*?

On April 26, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) carried out a raid on the under-construction
property of Khurram Parvez, a Kashmiri human rights defender who is currently imprisoned in
Tihar Jail, New Delhi*®. The raid was conducted jointly by NIA sleuths, J&K Police, and
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paramilitary personnel in Dhondosa village, located in Central Kashmir's Budgam district.
According to the NIA, the case is related to the collection and transfer of funds by certain NGOs,
trusts, societies, and organizations for sustaining anti-India activities in the Kashmir Valley.

Earlier, in November 2021, Parvez's office in Sonwar Srinagar was also raided in connection with

an alleged case of funding anti-India activities.** Parvez, known for his work in defending human

rights, was arrested in 2021 by the NIA under an anti-terrorism law that is considered highly

stringent, making it extremely challenging to obtain bail.*> Consequently, Parvez has been in jail
since then and is being denied bail despite garnering solidarity from global rights organizations

including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch.*®

G20 conference in the disputed territory of Kashmir

India currently holds the Presidency of the G20 forum and has chosen to host its meetings in the
Srinagar and Leh cities of the occupied territory. This decision has raised concerns about India's
ability to act as a responsible member of the international community. The main objective behind
hosting the meeting in the disputed territory is to project stability, peace, and readiness for foreign
engagement in Indian-occupied Kashmir, following the unilateral change in its semi-autonomous
status in 2019. However, this decision is seen as disregarding the UN Security Council resolutions

and violating the principles of the UN Charter and international law.

After the revocation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir and with the implementation of
the reorganization act 2019, India bifurcated the state into two union territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh marked with several unconstitutional moves like demographic
transformation of the state and the changes in land ownership and residency status of Jammu and
Kashmir. All the developments that took place in Indian-occupied Jammu and Kashmir since 5th
August 2019 are done under the shadow of armed forces. Now the government of India is going
to host a G20 meeting in an internationally recognized disputed territory to project an image of
normalcy.!” Instead of a peaceful settlement of the dispute, India is continuously using hard power
tactics against the resistance movement of the people of Jammu and Kashmir and is worsening the

situation in the region.

Instead of acting as mediators between the two rivalries, the world powers are continuously
neglecting the dispute. The approval of the G20 members to attend the meeting will not restore
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peace and stability in the region. It’s a bad gesture to the people of the disputed region who are
demanding the implementation of the UN resolution. The negligence of world powers towards the
disputed territory and the approval to attend the meeting in the disputed territory would
demonstrate as a catalyst in the conflict. However, such events cannot hide the reality of Jammu
and Kashmir being an internationally recognized dispute that has remained on the agenda of the

United Nations Security Council for over seven decades.
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