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Executive Summary    

This monthly brief examines the significant developments that took place in war trampled region 

of Indian occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IOJK) in the month of March, 2023. The brief highlights 

the intense level of ‘atrocity crime’ perpetrated by Indian occupying establishment and its 

occupying army stationed in IOJK, violating the Human rights and Humanitarian laws in the 

region.   

The Modi-led government has accelerated the policy of silencing Kashmiris through violence and 

intimidation. A climate of fear has been created to stifle the voices of dissent and force people to 

toe a line that is amenable to the interests of the Indian establishment.  

Analysis   

Extrajudicial Killings   

Extrajudicial killings are a serious concern in Jammu and Kashmir, with numerous reports of such 

incidents being reported over the years. These killings are carried out by Indian occupying forces, 

who often justify them as necessary for maintaining law and order in the region. With the killing 

of Abdul Rasheed Dar in Kupwara under army custody, the heinous acts of extrajudicial killings 

continue unabated.1 Indian army had forcibly picked up the youth and later claimed that he had 

escaped from their custody, a claim not accepted by the family.2 The body of the deceased was 

found in a decomposed state in nearby forests on March 1, two months after his abduction on 

December 15. Indian army has been abducting youth and killing them in their custody. In 2018, 

Indian army abducted two youths in Diver village of the same district. While one of them was 

released after brutal torture, the other one remains still missing, raising apprehension that the young 

man might be murdered, and his body thrown in any forest area in a similar fashion.3 According to 

                                                 

1 https://kashmirlife.net/missing-kupwara-mans-body-found-after-75-days-311623/   

2 https://www.newsclick.in/jk-body-disappeared-youth-abdul-rashid-dar-recovered-kupwara-forest   
3 https://kashmirpatriot.com/2018/04/04/phone-call-7-months-rekindled-hope-missing-kupwara-

youthsfamilyanswer-dashed/   
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Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), around 10,000 people, mostly young, have 

been forcibly disappeared in the region.4   

   

Manifestation of Settler Colonialism    

The Indian occupying state in its attempts to annex occupied Jammu and Kashmir in what it terms 

the “internalization” has continued to actively settle non-Kashmiris in the occupied territory. On 

March 17, the occupational authority issued a domicile to IPS officer Basant Rath who intends to 

permanently settle in the region. India has issued hundreds of domiciles to its former as well as 

serving military forces. It also supports a growing number of settler organizations developing 

projects. The Indian state aims to expand, connect, and allow foreign investors to invest in IOJK 

while dividing, shrinking and destroying Kashmiri spaces.   

Last week Dubai’s Emaar Group announced to build a $60 million shopping and office complex 

in the internationally disputed territory. 5  The announcement was the first by any foreign 

government since Kashmir’s autonomy was revoked in 2019 and the Muslim-majority state was 

divided into two territories directly ruled by New Delhi. This is the manifestation of settler 

colonialism as it will facilitate the settlement of new populations, perpetuate economic 

exploitation, and reinforce power imbalances between the occupying power and the indigenous 

population. Emaar, the builder of the world’s tallest tower, the Burj Khalifa, announced about the 

investment on 19 March. The settler colonial project has picked up the pace with India restarting 

the demolishment of properties and illegally grabbing the land of natives. The so-called anti- 

 

                                                 

   
4 https://apdpkashmir.com/   
5 https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-jammu-kashmir-gets-first-foreign-investment-dubais-emaar202303- 

20/#:~:text=SRINAGAR%2C%20March%2020%20(Reuters),for%20years%20battled%20the%20government.   
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encroachment drive has shattered the indigenous population whose properties including residential 

structures and businesses are being razed to ground by occupational authority using bulldozers.6   

In January, Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha signed major investment deals 

with several UAE-based companies, including the LuLu Group, Al Maya Group, MATU 

Investments LLC, GL Employment Brokerage LLC & Noon Group at the Dubai Expo. Sinha also 

signed a memorandum of understanding with Century Financial for a $100m investment by the 

Dubai-based financial consultancy firm.  

In February, the UAE and India signed a free trade agreement that cuts duties on almost 90 percent 

of goods traded between them, including metals, minerals, petrochemicals and petroleum.  

  

Silencing Media   

The arrest of Irfan Mehraj, a renowned Kashmiri journalist under “terror” charges on 20 March is 

yet another instance of the long-drawn repression of freedom of expression and curtailing the 

genuine voices in the occupied territory. The arrest of this Srinagar-based journalist sparked 

widespread condemnation with Amnesty International calling for his immediate release.7 “Human 

rights defenders such as Irfan Mehraj should be encouraged and protected, not persecuted” 

Amnesty further stated. The arrested journalist was accused of working with Jammu and Kashmir 

Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), an advocacy group working for the documentation and 

litigation of human rights issues in the region. Previously, the NIA of India arrested Khuram 

Parvaiz, a rights activist named by Times Magazine as one of the most influential people in 2022.8 

Indian state continues its crackdown on Kashmiri journalists and writers in the valley. Journalists 

like Fahad Shah, Asif Sultan, Sajad Gul continue to remain in Indian Jails for false charges framed  

                                                 

6 https://theprint.in/india/jk-anti-encroachment-drive-triggers-fear-panic-razes-livelihoods-in-valley/1366419/   

   
7 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/india-authorities-must-immediately-

releasekashmirijournalist-irfan-mehraj/   

   
8 https://time.com/collection/100-most-influential-people-2022/6177681/khurram-parvez/   
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against them. On 17 March, a special UAPA court framed charges against Fahad Shah and a Ph.D 

scholar Aala Fazili for “glorifying militancy and secessionist ideology”. 9  The occupational 

authorities do not want any genuine representation of the disputed territory from native journalists.   

 

Conclusion    

Indian state continues to oppress and suppress Kashmiris to continue its military occupation in the 

region. Extrajudicial killings, torture, rape, enforced disappearances, fake encounters, and framing 

people under draconian laws continue unabated. The Indian government cunningly uses legal and 

bureaucratic means to suppress dissent and limit the rights of the local population. The region is 

governed by the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, which grants sweeping powers to the Indian 

military to detain individuals without trial, carry out searches and seizures, use lethal force, and 

kill and disappear people. The Indian government has implemented a range of economic and social 

policies aimed at dispossessing and marginalizing the local population. The promotion of the 

settlement of non-Kashmiris in the region and the starting of foreign investments are now officially 

the manifestations of settler colonialism.     

   

                                                 

9 https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/03/17/special-uapa-court-frames-charges-against-fahad-shah-

abdulalafazili/   
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